
Character Study A: Acceptance and Compassion 

Acceptance: Receiving another person willingly and unconditionally especially  

        when the other’s behavior has been imperfect. 

Study the following passages carefully according to the instructions given in Character 

Traits Bibles Studies Introduction document.  Then answer the questions below. 

 

Romans 15:7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to 

God.  

Mark 8:36-37 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, yet forfeit his soul? 
 
Or what 

can a man give in exchange for his soul?  

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male 

and female he created them.  

Genesis 9:6
 
"Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man shall his blood be shed; for in the image 

of God has God made man.  

James 2:1 My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ, don't show favoritism.  

1 Corinthians 1:26-29 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of 

you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 
 

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of 

the world to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things--

and the things that are not--to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.  

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the 

new has come!  

2 Corinthians 5:18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave 

us the ministry of reconciliation:  

Ephesians 2:14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the 

barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,  

Philippians 2:2-3 then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, 

being one in spirit and purpose. Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in 

humility consider others better than yourselves.  

 

Notes & Questions 

1. How did Christ accept you?  What does this imply for the way you are to accept others? 

2. Humans are created in God’s image and therefore have immeasurable value and dignity?  

In what way do you recognize the image of God in others?  Do you accept everyone as 

having equal value and dignity?  When do I and when don’t I do this?  What steps can I 

take to change? 

3. What are the criteria that you use so as to be more accepting of some people than others?  

What is it that you are missing when you use such criteria? 



4. Christians are new creatures in Christ.  What can you do or practice to improve your 

ability to connect with the new things that God is doing in the lives of the Christians that 

you meet?  

5. Who are your role models in this area that you can imitate? 

6. In your mind, what Biblical character is the best example of compassion? 

7. What are some practical ways that you can “train yourself” to be more compassionate? 

8. In what way does the Biblical teaching on reconciliation compel us to be accepting of 

others?  What are the practical implications for you? 

9. Explain how unity in the body of Christ depends on our acceptance of others?  What does 

this imply for you? 

Compassion: Feeling the hurts of others together with a desire to alleviate them. 

Especially with those who are lost and without Christ. 

Study the following passages carefully according to the instructions given in Character 

Traits Bibles Studies Introduction document.  Then answer the questions below. 

 

Psalms 51:1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your 

great compassion blot out my transgressions.  

Psalms 103:4 who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion,  

Psalms 103:13 As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on 

those who fear him;  

Psalms 145:9  The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.  

Lamentations 3:21-23 Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 
 
Because of the LORD's 

great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 
 
They are new every morning; 

great is your faithfulness. 

Matthew 9:36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 

harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  

Matthew 14:14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and 

healed their sick.  

Matthew 20:34  Jesus had compassion on them and touched their eyes. Immediately they 

received their sight and followed him.  

Mark 1:41 
 
Filled with compassion, Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. "I am 

willing," he said. "Be clean!" 

2 Corinthians 1:3  
 
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 

compassion and the God of all comfort,  

Philippians 2:1 
 
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort 

from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion,  



Colossians 3:12 
 
Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves 

with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

Hebrews 5:2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he 

himself is subject to weakness.  

Notes and Questions: 

1. What are the similarities and the differences between acceptance and compassion? 

2. How would you define compassion? 

3. How is compassion similar and or different from understanding, showing sympathy, and 

identifying with others? 

4. How have you experienced God’s compassion? 

5. In what ways have you experienced others show you compassion? 

6. Who are your role models in this area that you can imitate? 

7. In your mind, what Biblical character is the best example of compassion? 

8. What are some practical ways that you can “train yourself” to be more compassionate? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


