
Contentment 

A state of mind in which one's desires are confined to his lot whatever it may be (1Ti 6:6; 2Co 

9:8). It is opposed to envy (Jas 3:16), avarice (Heb 13:5), ambition (Prov 13:10), anxiety (Mat 

6:25, 34), and repining (1Co 10:10). It arises from the inward disposition, and is the offspring of 

humility, and of an intelligent consideration of the rectitude and benignity of divine providence 

(Ps 96:1, 2; Ps 145), the greatness of the divine promises (2Pe 1:4), and our own unworthiness 

(Gen 32:10); as well as from the view the gospel opens up to us of rest and peace hereafter (Rom 

5:2). 
  

—Easton's Illustrated Dictionary 

 

CONTENTMENT (Gk. autarkeia). The word means “sufficiency” and is so rendered in 2 

Cor. 9:8. It is that disposition of mind in which one is, through grace, independent of outward 

circumstances (Phil. 4:11; 1 Tim. 6:6, 8), so as not to be moved by envy (James 3:16), anxiety 

(Matthew 6:24, 34), and discontent (1 Cor. 10:10). 

 

—New Unger's Bible Dictionary 

 

THE WORD MEANS... 

Contentment, satisfaction; to be completely sufficient, to need absolutely nothing. It means to 

be fulfilled, satisfied, and complete.  

Practical Application 
Imagine a person who feels wholly complete and sufficient, who lacks absolutely nothing. 

This is what Scripture means by contentment; this is what Scripture means by the contented 

person. What makes a person content? What brings such contentment to the human soul? 

Scripture pulls no punches; it unequivocally states that it is godliness. Godliness alone can make 

a person content. Godliness alone can take a person and make him...fulfilled …satisfied 

…complete …sufficient  

Godliness alone can give man the sense that he lacks absolutely nothing. Imagine being so 

contented—so fulfilled, so satisfied, so completed, so sufficient—that you sense no lack. You 

just sense no need whatsoever within your innermost being and soul. This is exactly what 

godliness does for the human soul. This is the reason Scripture declares that godliness with 

contentment is great gain. No greater gain could ever come to a person than contentment.  

 

—Practical Word Studies in the New Testament 

 

Greek Strong's Number: 842 

Greek Word: αὐτάρκης 

Transliteration: autarkēs 

Phonetic Pronunciation: ow-tar'-kace 

Root: from <G846> and <G714> 

Cross Reference: TDNT - 1:466,78 

Part of Speech: adj 

Vine's Words: Content, Contentment 
  

  

Usage Notes: 
  

English Words used in KJV: 

content 1  
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from <G846> (autos) and <G714> (arkeo); self-complacent, i.e. contented :- content. 

—Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary 

 
Search results for:  

Book Description Context  

KJV  
Mt 25:9 
the parable of the ten virgins 

9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go 
ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.  

KJV  
Lk 3:14 
The preaching and baptism of 
John: 

14 And the soldiers likewise demanded of him, saying, And what shall we do? And he said 
unto them, Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your 
wages.  

KJV  
Jn 6:7 
Christ feeds five thousand men 
with five loaves and two fishes 

7 Philip answered him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that 
every one of them may take a little.  

KJV  
Jn 14:8 
Christ comforts His disciples 
with the hope of heaven 

8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.  

KJV  
2Co 12:9 
Paul could boast of wonderful 
visions and Revelation 

9 And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me.  

KJV  
1Ti 6:8 
Godliness is great gain 

8 And having food and raiment let us be therewith content.  

KJV  
Heb 13:5 
The spirit of Christian love 

5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye 
have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.  

KJV  

3Jn 1:10 
He complains of the malicious 
words and deeds of ambitious 
Diotrephes 

10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with 
malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, 
and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.  

 

Content - Discontent (829-833)        

         

Contentment, 829  

Exodus 2:21
 
Moses agreed to stay with the man, who gave his daughter Zipporah to Moses in 

marriage.  

2 Kings 4:13
 
Elisha said to him, "Tell her, 'You have gone to all this trouble for us. Now what 

can be done for you? Can we speak on your behalf to the king or the commander of the army?'" 

She replied, "I have a home among my own people."  

Proverbs 15:16
 
Better a little with the fear of the LORD than great wealth with turmoil.  

Mark 6:10
 
Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you leave that town.  

Luke 3:14
 
Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" He replied, "Don't extort 

money and don't accuse people falsely--be content with your pay."  

1 Corinthians 7:24
 
Brothers, each man, as responsible to God, should remain in the situation God 

called him to.  

Philippians 2:14
 
Do everything without complaining or arguing,  

Philippians 4:11
 
I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content 

whatever the circumstances.  

1 Timothy 6:6
 
But godliness with contentment is great gain.  

1 Timothy 6:8
 
But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  
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Nave's Topics for CONTENTMENT  

General scriptures concerning  

Ps 16:6
 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful 

inheritance.  

Ps 37:7 Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for him; do not fret when men succeed in 

their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes.  

Ps 37:16 Better the little that the righteous have than the wealth of many wicked;  

Prov 14:10 Each heart knows its own bitterness, and no one else can share its joy.  

Prov 15:13
 
A happy heart makes the face cheerful, but heartache crushes the spirit.  

Prov 15:15 All the days of the oppressed are wretched, but the cheerful heart has a continual 

feast.  

Prov 15:30
 
A cheerful look brings joy to the heart, and good news gives health to the bones.  

Prov 16:8 
 
Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice.  

Prov 17:1 Better a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feasting, with strife.  

Prov 17:22 A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.  

Prov 30:8 Keep falsehood and lies far from me; give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me 

only my daily bread.  

Eccl 2:24 A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work. 

This too, I see, is from the hand of God,  

Eccl 3:12 
 
I know that there is nothing better for men than to be happy and do good while they 

live.  

Eccl 3:13That everyone may eat and drink, and find satisfaction in all his toil--this is the gift of 

God.  

Eccl 4:6
 
Better one handful with tranquillity than two handfuls with toil and chasing after the 

wind.  

Eccl 5:12
 
The sleep of a laborer is sweet, whether he eats little or much, but the abundance of a 

rich man permits him no sleep.  

Eccl 6:7-9 All man's efforts are for his mouth, yet his appetite is never satisfied. 
 
What advantage 

has a wise man over a fool? What does a poor man gain by knowing how to conduct himself 

before others? 
 
Better what the eye sees than the roving of the appetite. This too is meaningless, a 

chasing after the wind.  

Eccl 8:15 
 
So I commend the enjoyment of life, because nothing is better for a man under the sun 

than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will accompany him in his work all the days of the 

life God has given him under the sun.  

 

Eccl 9:7-9 
 
Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for it is now 



that God favors what you do. 
 
Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your head with oil.  

Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of this meaningless life that God has 

given you under the sun-- all your meaningless days. For this is your lot in life and in your 

toilsome labor under the sun.  

Luke 3:14 
 
Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" He replied, "Don't extort 

money and don't accuse people falsely--be content with your pay."  

1Co 7:17
 
Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord assigned to him and 

to which God has called him. This is the rule I lay down in all the churches.  

1Co 7:20
 
Each one should remain in the situation which he was in when God called him.  

1Co 7:21
 
Were you a slave when you were called? Don't let it trouble you--although if you can 

gain your freedom, do so.  

1Co 7:24 Brothers, each man, as responsible to God, should remain in the situation God called 

him to.  

Gal 5:26 
 
Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.  

Php 4:11 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the 

circumstances.  

Php 4:12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the 

secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in 

plenty or in want.  

1Ti 6:6-8 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 
 
For we brought nothing into the world, 

and we can take nothing out of it. 
 
But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.  

Heb 13:5 
 
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 

because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  

 

INSTANCES OF  

Esau, in refusing Jacob's present  

o Gen 33:9  

Barzillai, in refusing to go with David to Jerusalem  

o 2Sa 19:33-37  

The Shunammite, in refusing to make a request of Elisha  

o 2Ki 4:13  

 

 

313.  Mistaken Values 

There is a beautiful picture, by Doré, of a woodland scene, with its solemn growth and 

undergrowth, its warm, brooding twilights, its glimmer of broken sunbeams, and with a still pool 

in which a male deer is beholding itself as in a glass. The buck is admiring its beautiful antlers, 

but complains bitterly that nature has given it legs so slender and disproportionate. Shortly 

afterwards the creature, hearing the deep baying of the hounds, makes off in terror, and finds 

that, whereas its beautiful antlers delay its speed and threaten its capture, its safety is secured by 

the slim legs which enable it to fly as swift as the wind. The picture, which illustrates a fable of 



La Fontaine's, illustrates also how we foolishly admire the ornamental, and despise the useful, 

and how often our estimate of values is mistaken. 

  

—Bible Illustrations 

314.  Contentment Glorifies God 

Cheerfulness serves charity, fills the soul with harmony, makes and publishes glorifications 

of God. 

—Bible Illustrations 

315.  The Secret of Contentment 

The small boy who admitted that he had several times had all he could eat, but never yet all 

that he wanted, finds his counterpart among children of a larger growth. While there is such a 

thing as desiring great possessions for a noble purpose, such instances must always be painfully 

rare. The capacity of the millionaire and the multimillionaire for eating and drinking is no greater 

than that of the poor man. He can only wear so much clothing. He must acknowledge that he has 

long ago had all he could make use of, but the greed of getting has not abated. Paul says in 1 

Timothy 6:8: "Having food and raiment, let us therewith be content." And he might have added: 

If you are not content with that, you never will be. 

—Bible Illustrations 

CONTENTMENT 

»Topic Contents 

316.  Abundant Life 

One of the sweetest assurances that Jesus ever gave to his followers was that he had come not 

merely to save men, not merely that they should have life, but "that they might have it more 

abundantly" (John 10:10). Look upon some narrow, self-centered life, where the first question is 

always that of self-gratification, and then look at the life that is pouring itself out on the world, a 

stream of blessing, and you will begin to catch his meaning: "For whosoever will save his life 

shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it" (Matt. 16:25). Our Lord 

came to teach us a more excellent way. The saving soul can never know the meaning of 

abundant life. 

Hear the parable of the vine-dresser. There is a vine, living and bearing leaves enough to feed 

its body, and that is all. There are no clusters of fruit to bless those who come to it. The 

vinedresser looks at it. It is alive, but that does not satisfy him. Of what profit is it that the vine 

be kept alive, if it is to live on in this meager fashion? See, he begins to cut away here a limb and 

there a limb; and when he leaves the vine it seems to be impoverished indeed from having given 

up so much of itself. But let us return at the time of harvest. Look at the weight of great, purple 

clusters under which it bends. "Ah! this is life," we say; "it is abundant life." 

O men, women, learn this lesson. When the Master of the vineyard comes down to take away 

that which you cherish as a part of yourself, he has come not in anger: he has come that you may 

have life, and that you might have it more abundantly. 

—Bible Illustrations 

320.  Secret of a Quiet Mind 

The following anecdote is taken from one of our old English moralists: "I know a man that 

had health and riches, and several houses, all beautiful and well furnished, who would be often 

troubling himself and his family to move from one of them to another. On being asked by a 

friend why he moved so often from one house to another, he replied, 'It was in order to find 

contentment in some of them.' But his friend, knowing his temper, told him, if he would find 
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contentment in any of his houses, he must leave himself behind, for contentment can never dwell 

but with a meek and quiet soul." 

—Bible Illustrations 

 

Hebrews 13:5
 
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 

because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  

See: 

SPIRITUAL REST, 3011  QUIETNESS, 2934 

 Discontentment, 830  

Exodus 2:24 Numbers 11:12  Job 6:2  Job 7:11  Job 9:17  Job 9:22  Job 10:1 

Job 23:2  Psalm 22:1  Psalm 55:2  Psalm 77:3  Psalm 88:6  Psalm 142:2 

Jeremiah 15:18  Habakkuk 1:3  Habakkuk 1:13  Hebrews 12:11  

See: 

FAULTFINDING, 662 

APPARENT INJUSTICE, 1981 

  

  

Murmuring complaining is Condemned, 831 

Job 33:12  Proverbs 19:3  Isaiah 29:24  Lamentations 3:39  Ezekiel 18:29  Ezekiel 33:17 

Jonah 4:2  Matthew 20:11  Matthew 21:16  Matthew 25:24  Matthew 26:8  Mark 7:5 

Luke 10:40  Luke 15:29  John 6:43  John 6:61  1 Corinthians 10:10  Philippians 2:14  

Examples, 832 

 Exodus 5:22  Exodus 14:11  Exodus 15:24  Exodus 16:2  Exodus 16:8  Exodus 17:3 

Numbers 11:1  Numbers 11:18  Numbers 14:2  Numbers 14:27  Numbers 14:29 

Numbers 16:41  Numbers 17:5  Numbers 17:10  Numbers 20:3  Numbers 21:5 

Deuteronomy 1:27  Joshua 7:7  1 Kings 17:18  2 Kings 3:10  Psalm 77:3  Psalm 106:25 

Acts 13:18  1 Corinthians 10:10  Jude 1:16  

See: 

DESPONDENCY, 669 
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FAULTFINDING, 662 

APPARENT INJUSTICE, 1981  

 

Dissatisfaction, 833 

Numbers 11:20  Deuteronomy 32:32  1 Kings 20:43  Psalm 59:15  Ecclesiastes 2:11 

Ecclesiastes 2:18  Ecclesiastes 5:16  Ecclesiastes 6:9  Isaiah 8:21  Isaiah 29:8 

Isaiah 44:20  Isaiah 57:10  Luke 1:53  Luke 15:14  John 14:27  Revelation 18:14 

See: 

UNREST, 3018 

NO PEACE, 3019 

SIN'S MISERY, 788 

DISAPPOINTMENT, 1190 

  

—Thompson Chain - Topics 
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