
Gratefulness Illustrations: 

 

Finding the Blessings with a Thankful Heart 

If one should give me a dish of sand, and tell me there were particles of iron in it, I might 

look for them with my clumsy fingers, and be unable to detect them; but let me take a magnet, 

and sweep through it, and it would draw to itself the most invisible particles. The unthankful 

heart, like my finger in the sand, discovers no mercies; but let the thankful heart sweep through 

the day, and as the magnet finds the iron, so it will find some heavenly blessings. 

  

Anytime you exceed your expectations, it's more gratifying." 

Christians ought to be the most excited inhabitants of this planet. Not only are they headed 

for an eternal heaven with the Creator of the universe, but that Creator promises unbelievable 

benefits—right now. He inspired this promise: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has 

conceived what God has prepared for those who love him" (1 Cor. 2:9). Can you handle it? Give 

your devotion to your omnipotent and exceedingly gracious heavenly Father and watch the 

fireworks begin. You've never seen anything quite like it! 

Remember: Expectations are greatly enhanced by a thankful spirit. 

 

Chrysostom's "Praise For All Things" 

Three hundred years after Paul lived John Chrysostom, a good and brave man who preached 

very plainly against iniquity of all kinds. The empress was not a good woman, so she schemed to 

have him falsely accused and banished. He died an exile from his home. 

Thirty years later, his body was bought back to Constantinople for burial in the imperial 

tomb. Chrysostom's motto was inscribed on the tomb: "Praise God for everything!" 

As his friends testified, "When he was driven from home, when he was a stranger in the 

strange land, his letters would often end with that doxology, 'Praise God for all things!' " 

Where did Chrysostom get his motto? From Paul—"In everything give thanks" (1 Thes. 

5:18). 

 

Corrie Thanks God For Fleas 

Corrie ten Boom in The Hiding Place relates an incident that taught her always to be 

thankful. She and her sister, Betsy, had just been transferred to the worst German prison camp 

they had seen yet, Ravensbruck. On entering the barracks, they found them extremely 

overcrowded and flea-infested. 

That morning, their Scripture reading in 1 Thessalonians had reminded them to rejoice 

always, pray constantly, and give thanks in all circumstances. Betsy told Corrie to stop and thank 

the Lord for every detail of their new living quarters. 

Corrie at first flatly refused to give thanks for the fleas, but Betsy persisted, and Corrie 

finally succumbed to her pleadings. During the months spent at the camp, they were surprised to 

find how openly they could hold Bible study and prayer meetings without guard interference. 

It was not until several months later that they learned the reason the guards would not enter 

the barracks was because of the fleas. 

 

Giving Thanks Always 

Martin Rinckart, whose hymn of praise "Now Thank We All Our God" is sung in thousands 

of churches, penned this song during an epidemic in which the number of the dead was so great 

that they had to be buried in trenches. His own wife was taken away; he lost his property and 

was driven to desperate extremes in finding food and clothes for his children. Yet he triumphed 

over despair to sing: 

All Praise and thanks to God 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Co+2%3A9
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A18
http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=1Th+5%3A18


The Father now be given. (repeat) 

Oh, that I have a thousand voices, 

A mouth to speak with thousand tongues! 

But how many who sing these lines of praise know that they were written by John Menzer 

after his house burned to the ground and all his possessions were destroyed? Yet in the depth of 

that sorrow he showed the triumph of grateful faith and composed the choral that has survived 

him by two centuries. 

—Walter A. Mater 

Nave's Topics for THANKFULNESS  

Jesus set an example of  

The heavenly host engage in  

Commanded  

Should be offered  

To God  

To Christ  

Through Christ  

In the name of Christ  

On behalf of God's servants  

In private worship  

In public worship  

In everything  

Upon the completion of great undertakings  

Before receiving food  

Always  

As the remembrance of God's holiness  

For the goodness and mercy of God  

For the gift of Christ  

For Christ's power and reign  

For the reception and effectual working of the word of God in others  

For deliverance from indwelling sin, through Christ  

For victory over death and the grave  

For wisdom and might  

For the triumph of the gospel  

For the conversion of others  

For faith exhibited by others  

For love exhibited by others  

For the grace bestowed on others  

For the zeal exhibited by others  

For the nearness of God's presence  

For appointment to spiritual service  

For willingness to offer our property for God's service  

For the supply of our bodily needs  

For all people  

For all things  

 

Should be accompanied by intercession for others  

  

Should always accompany prayer  

Should always accompany praise  



Expressed in psalms  

Ministers appointed to offer, in public  

Saints exhorted to  

Resolve to offer  

Habitually offer  

Offer sacrifices of  

Abound in the faith with  

Magnify God by  

Come before God with  

Should enter God's gates with  

Of hypocrites, full of boasting  

The wicked averse to  

EXEMPLIFIED  

 David  

Levites  

Daniel  

Jonah  

Simeon  

Anna  

Paul  

ENJOINED  

OF MAN TO MAN  

The Israelites, to Joshua  

The spies, to Rahab  

Saul, to the Kenites  

Naomi, to Boaz  

David  

To the men of Jabesh-gilead  

To Hanun  

To Barzillai  

Paul  

o To Phoebe  

To Onesiphorus  

The people of the island of Melita (Malta), to Paul  

TO GOD, INSTANCES OF  

Of Eve  

Of Noah  

Of Melchizedek  

Of Lot  

Of Sarah  

Of Abraham  

Of Abraham's servant (Eliezar)  

Of Isaac  

Of Leah  

Of Rachel  

Of Jacob  

Of Joseph  

Of Moses  

Of Miriam  

Of Jethro  

Of the people of Israel  

Of Deborah  



Of Hannah  

Of Samuel  

Of David  

 See PSALMS  

Of the Queen of Sheba  

Of Hiram  

Of Jehoshaphat's army  

Of the Levites  

Of the Jews  

Of the sailors  

Of the shepherds  

Those whom Jesus healed  

The man who was paralyzed  

The demon-possessed man who was exorcized  

The woman who was bent over for eighteen years  

One of the ten lepers whom Jesus healed  

Blind Bartimaeus  

The Roman centurion for his boy  

The lame man healed by Peter  

Before receiving food, by Jesus  

Paul  

 

THANKSGIVING (Heb. tôdâ; Gk. eucharistia). A duty of which gratitude is the grace. 

This obligation of godliness is acknowledged by the universal sentiment of mankind; but as a 

Christian grace it has some blessed peculiarities. It is gratitude for all the benefits of divine 

Providence, especially for the general and personal gifts of redemption. The very term most in 

use shows this; it is charis, which is the grace of God in Christ, operating in the soul of the 

believer as a principle and going back to Him in gratitude: “Thanks be to God for His 

indescribable gift!” (2 Cor. 9:15). The ethical gratitude of Christianity connects every good gift 

and every perfect gift with the gift of Christ. Moreover, it is a thanksgiving that in the Christian 

economy, and in it alone, redounds to God for all things: in everything give thanks. This 

characteristic flows from the former. The rejoicing that we have in the Lord, and the everlasting 

consolation we possess in Him, makes every possible variety of divine dispensation a token for 

good. The Christian privilege is to find reason for gratitude in all things: “for this is God’s will 

for you in Christ Jesus” (1 Thes. 5:18). 

—New Unger's Bible Dictionary 

 

Greek Strong's Number: 2168 

Greek Word: εὐχαριστέω 

Transliteration: eucharisteō 

Phonetic Pronunciation: yoo-khar-is-teh'-o 

Root: from <G2170> 

Cross Reference: TDNT - 9:407,1298 

Part of Speech: v 

Vine's Words: Thank, Thanks, Thankful, Thankfulness, Thanksgiving, Thankworthy 
  

  

Usage Notes: 
  

English Words used in KJV: 

give thanks 26  

thank 12  
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be thankful 1  

[Total Count: 39]  
  

from <G2170> (eucharistos); to be grateful, i.e. (active) to express gratitude (towards); specially 

to say grace at a meal :- (give) thank (-ful, -s). 
  

—Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary 
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