
THE WORD MEANS... 

An inner gladness; a deep-seated pleasure. It is a depth of assurance and confidence that 

ignites a cheerful and rejoicing heart. It is a cheerful heart that leads to cheerful and rejoicing 

behavior.  

Practical Application 
The joy of the Lord is not the same as the joy of the world. The joy of the world is more of a 

temporary pleasure than joy. The world's joy is always nagged by some incompleteness, some 

lack, some unfulfilling thing, some missing ingredient, some need still existing. There is not a 

completeness—not a complete sense of assurance, confidence, and satisfaction. There is the 

knowledge, the haunting awareness, that something can go wrong: circumstances can change or 

some situation can arise to disturb the joy (sickness, death, financial loss, war). The haunting 

awareness always keeps the world's joy from being full and complete, assuring and satisfying. 

Several things need to be said about the believer's joy. 

1. Joy is divine. It is possessed and given only by God. Its roots are not in earthly or 

material things or cheap triumphs. It is the joy of the Holy Spirit, a joy based in the 

Lord. It is His very own joy (John 15:11; Acts 13:52; Romans 14:17; Galatians 5:22; 

1 Thes. 1:6).  

2. Joy does not depend on circumstances or happiness. Happiness depends upon 

happenings, but the joy that God implants in the believer's heart overrides all, even the 

matters of life and death (Psalm 5:11; 2 Cor. 6:10; 2 Cor. 7:4).  

3. Joy springs from faith (Romans 15:13; Phil. 1:25; 2 Tim. 1:4; cp. Matthew 2:10).  

4. Joy of future reward makes and keeps the believer faithful (Matthew 25:21, 23; Acts 

20:24; Hebrews 12:2).  

 The source of the believer's joy is several fold. 

1. The fellowship of the Father and His Son brings joy (1 John 1:3-4).  

2. Victory over sin, death, and hell brings joy (John 14:28; John 16:20-22) 

3. Repentance brings joy (Luke 15:7, 10).  

4. The hope of glory brings joy (Romans 14:17; Hebrews 12:2; 1 Peter 4:13).  

5. The Lord's Word—the revelations, commandments, and promises which He made—

brings joy (John 15:11).  

6. The commandments of Christ and the will of God bring joy. Obeying and doing a 

good job stirs joy within the believer's heart (John 15:11; John 17:13; Acts 13:52).  

7. Prayer brings joy (John 16:24).  

8. The presence and fellowship of believers bring joy (1 John 1:3-4).  

9. Converts bring joy (Luke 15:5; Phil. 4:1; 1 Thes. 2:19-20).  

10. Hearing that others walk in the truth brings joy (3 John 1:4).  

11. Giving brings joy (2 Cor. 8:2; Hebrews 10:34).   
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