
Character Study B 

 

Contentment: Having satisfaction with one’s possessions, status, or situation.  

 

 Study the following passages carefully according to the instructions given in 

Character Traits Bibles Studies Introduction document.  Then answer the questions below. 

 

Deuteronomy 5:33 Walk in all the way that the LORD your God has commanded you, so that 

you may live and prosper and prolong your days in the land that you will possess.  

Psalms 16:5-6 
 
LORD, you have assigned me my portion and my cup; you have made my lot 

secure. 
 
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; surely I have a delightful 

inheritance.  

Psalms 23:1 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.  

2 Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all 

times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.  

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, 

yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 
 
So we fix our eyes not on what is 

seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.  

Philippians 4:11-13 I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content 

whatever the circumstances. I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. 

I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, 

whether living in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  

Philippians 4:19 And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ 

Jesus.  

1 Timothy 6:6-8 But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the 

world, and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content 

with that.  

Hebrews 11:26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures 

of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.  

Hebrews 13:5 Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 

because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."  

Notes and Questions: 

1. Explain using Bible verses as to why every Christian should be content. 

2. So many things in life are beyond our control.  We don’t chose the place or time of our 

birth, our parents and siblings, our gifts and abilities, or any of the circumstances that 

surround our lives.  What is it that tempts us to be discontented with these things?  Why 

does God consider such discontentment to be sin? 

3. The Bible talks about accepting and being content with your “Lot” in life.  Try to think 

through your personal “Lot”, in what areas are you content, and where do you tend to 

have the greatest struggles?  What can you do about it? 



4. The subject of contentment calls into question our values.  In thinking through times and 

situations where you struggle to be content, which of your values are called into 

question?  How do your values and God’s values differ at these points? 

5. What exactly does God promise to do that should enable us to be content in all of the 

areas of our lives?  In what way do you need to pay closer attention to what God has 

promised?  In what way do you need to grow in believing that God comes through with 

all that He promises. 

6. Scripture commands us to be content.  How does obeying God and contentment go hand 

in hand?  Why? 

7. We as humans seem to have a strong desire to be autonomous and independent.  Does 

that have a bearing on a person’s level of contentment?  Explain how that looks like in 

your life. 

8. Explain why contentment and things like greed, envy and stealing are mutually exclusive. 

Gratefulness:  Appreciating benefits received; looking for ways to express genuine 

appreciation and thankfulness.     Developing a life style of thankfulness. 

Study the following passages carefully according to the instructions given in 

Character Traits Bibles Studies Introduction document.  Then answer the questions below. 

 

1 Chronicles 16:34
 
Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.  

 

1 Chronicles 23:30 They were also to stand every morning to thank and praise the LORD. They 

were to do the same in the evening. 

2 Chronicles 29:31 Then Hezekiah said, "You have now dedicated yourselves to the LORD. 

Come and bring sacrifices and thank offerings to the temple of the LORD." So the assembly 

brought sacrifices and thank offerings, and all whose hearts were willing brought burnt offerings. 

 

Psalms 50:23 He who sacrifices thank offerings honors me, and he prepares the way so that I 

may show him the salvation of God."  

Psalms 100:4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him 

and praise his name. 

 

Psalms 119:62 At midnight I rise to give you thanks for your righteous laws.  

Psalms 147:7 Sing to the LORD with thanksgiving; make music to our God on the harp.  

Daniel 6:10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his 

upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on 

his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before.  

Matthew 15:36 Then he took the seven loaves and the fish, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke them and gave them to the disciples, and they in turn to the people. 

Matthew 26:26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it 

to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body."  



Luke 18:11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am not like 

other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector.  

1 Corinthians 15:57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

2 Corinthians 1:11 as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks on our behalf 

for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many.  

2 Corinthians 2:14 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal procession in Christ 

and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance of the knowledge of him.  

2 Corinthians 4:15 All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more 

people may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God.  

Philippians 1:3 I thank my God every time I remember you.  

Colossians 3:15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you 

were called to peace. And be thankful.  

1 Thessalonians 5:18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ 

Jesus.  

1 Timothy 2:1I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be 

made for everyone— 

1 Timothy 4:4 For everything God created is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received 

with thanksgiving,  

Hebrews 12:28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be 

thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe,  

Revelation 4:9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on 

the throne and who lives for ever and ever,  

Notes and Questions 

1. Why is thanksgiving to God so important? 

2. What issues does one have to settle in his/her heart and mind in order to live a life of 

thanksgiving?   

3. How does the ability to be thankful depend on ones basic belief system? 

4. What does it take to maintain a lifestyle (attitude) of thanksgiving? 

5. Several Bible passages suggest developing a habit of thanksgiving.  Which applications 

are appropriate for you? 

6. Why do you think God commands us to give thanks? 

7. What are the hindrances or obstacles to thanksgiving? 

8. In what way does thanksgiving touch the heart (emotions) the mind and the will? 



9. To whom should we give thanks? 

10. When should we give thanks? 

11. For what should we give thanks? 

12. How does thanking God effect our relationships with people? 

 

Joyfulness:  Displaying eternal hopefulness in spite of current circumstances. 
 

Study the following passages carefully according to the instructions given in Character 

Traits Bibles Studies Introduction document.  Then answer the questions below. 

 

Deuteronomy 16:15 
 
For seven days celebrate the Feast to the LORD your God at the place the 

LORD will choose. For the LORD your God will bless you in all your harvest and in all the 

work of your hands, and your joy will be complete.  

1 Chronicles 29:17 I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All 

these things have I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how 

willingly your people who are here have given to you. C.f. 2Cor8:2 

Nehemiah 8:10 Nehemiah said, "Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to 

those who have nothing prepared. This day is sacred to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of 

the LORD is your strength."  

Psalms 4:7 You have filled my heart with greater joy than when their grain and new wine 

abound.  

Psalms 5:11 
 
But let all who take refuge in you be glad; let them ever sing for joy. Spread your 

protection over them, that those who love your name may rejoice in you.  

Psalms 16:11 You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your 

presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand.  

Psalms 21:1 O LORD, the king rejoices in your strength. How great is his joy in the victories 

you give!  

Psalms 45:7 You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you 

above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.  

Psalms 51:12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain 

me.  

Psalms 67:4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly and guide 

the nations of the earth. Selah  

Psalms 90:14
 
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be 

glad all our days.  

Psalms 92:4 For you make me glad by your deeds, O LORD; I sing for joy at the works of your 

hands.  

Psalms 94:19
 
When anxiety was great within me, your consolation brought joy to my soul.  



Psalms 97:11 Light is shed upon the righteous and joy on the upright in heart.  

Psalms 118:15 Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: "The LORD's 

right hand has done mighty things!  

Psalms 119:111 Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart.  

Psalms 126:5 Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy.  

Proverbs 12:20 There is deceit in the hearts of those who plot evil, but joy for those who 

promote peace.  

Proverbs 15:23 A man finds joy in giving an apt reply-- and how good is a timely word!  

Proverbs 15:30 A cheerful look brings joy to the heart, and good news gives health to the bones.  

Proverbs 21:15 When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers.  

Isaiah 12:3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.  

Isaiah 55:12 
 
You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and hills will burst 

into song before you, and all the trees of the field will clap their hands.  

Matthew 13:44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, 

he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.  

Luke 2:10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that 

will be for all the people.  

Luke 6:23 "Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that 

is how their fathers treated the prophets.  

John 15:11
 
I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  

John 16:22 So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, 

and no one will take away your joy.  

John 16:24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will receive, 

and your joy will be complete.  

Acts 13:52 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit.  

Romans 15:13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

2 Corinthians 1:24 
 
Not that we lord it over your faith, but we work with you for your joy, 

because it is by faith you stand firm.  

2 Corinthians 7:4 I have great confidence in you; I take great pride in you. I am greatly 

encouraged; in all our troubles my joy knows no bounds.  

Philippians 1:4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy  

Philippians 1:25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you 

for your progress and joy in the faith,  



Philippians 4:1-2 Therefore, my brothers, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, that 

is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!  

 

Hebrews 12:2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 

set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne 

of God.  

James 1:2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds,  

1 Peter 1:8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him 

now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy,  

1 John 1:4 We write this to make our joy complete.  

3 John 1:4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.  

Jude 1:24 To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious 

presence without fault and with great joy--  

Notes and Questions: 

1. If joy doesn’t depend on circumstances what does it depend on? 

2. List all of the biblical reason’s for a believer to have joy? 

3. What is the difference between temporal and eternal joy? 

4. How can we work for the joy of others?  2Cor.1:24; Phil.1:25 

5. Whose joy are you working for? 

6. God promises joy.  Is that a conditional or unconditional promise?  If conditional what 

are the conditions? 

7. It is reasonable for God to command us to be joyful?  Explain. 

8. What are the things that rob people (including Christians) of joy?  How can one avoid 

being robbed of joy? 

9. Why do you think God wants us to have full joy?  How does that serve His purposes? 

10. What do you need to start doing if you are to have full joy?  What will have to change? 

11. How did Jesus find joy?  Can you find joy in the same way? 


