
Courage Illustrations: 

 

1.  What do these stories reveal about the people who were or were not courageous/bold?  

Especially what did they believe?  What were their emotions?  What were their values?  What 

were there decisions? 

 

2.  What specific lessons can be learned from these examples?   

  

Admiral's Inactivity Was Really Unbelief 

When Rear Admiral Du Pont gave to his superior officer, Farragut, the explanation of why he 

had failed to take his ships into Charleston Harbor, Farragut heard him through to the end and 

then said, "Admiral, there is one explanation which you haven't given." 

"What is that?" asked Du Pont. 

"This. You didn't believe that you could do it." 

That lack of confidence has been the secret of failures not only in the field of war but also in 

this greater warfare of the soul. 

—C. E. Macartney 

 

Bible Reader Unruffled By Bandit 

Foster Walker accidentally strolled into the scene of a holdup at a store in Memphis, 

Tennessee, and heard the gunman order him to surrender his money or "I'll shoot you." 

"You just go ahead and shoot," Walker said. "I just got through reading my Bible, and I've 

already said my prayers." 

The robber was dumbfounded and Walker, a man in his sixties, walked away. 

 

Bourdaloue: "Thou Art The Man" 

Bourdaloue was the court preacher of  the French king Louis XIV. Wishing to rebuke the 

king for his profligate life, he drew in general terms a picture of a great sinner and the doom 

upon such a transgressor, hoping that the king would recognize the portrait. But perceiving that 

the pleasure-loving monarch was undisturbed, Bourdaloue suddenly cried out in a voice of 

thunder, as Nathan had once done to King David, "Thou art the man!" (2 Samuel 12:7) 

Afterward he said to the startled monarch, "Your majesty must not be angry, for in the pulpit I 

have no other master than the King of the Kings." 

 

Dr. Kersten Saves Nazi Victims 

During those blood-filled days between 1940 and 1945 when names like Hitler, Himmler, 

and Goering struck terror in the hearts of millions, Dr. Kersten rescued thousands from sure 

death at the hands of the mad-dog Nazis. As personal physician and manual therapist to Heinrich 

Himmler, he had amazing powers over Germany's number two man. Dr. Kersten used this 

influence to keep many from becoming victims of the wanton killers who led Germany. Week by 

week Kersten snatched Himmler's victims from concentration camps and gas chambers. 

The World Jewish Council credits him with saving 60,000 of their people, and the number of 

Dutch, Poles, Finns, and Norwegians he saved is difficult to estimate. The great influence of this 

little known and quiet man changed the course of destiny for many, and perhaps for the whole 

world. 

—C.R. Hembree 

 

Eight Others Got Out Their Bibles 

A fine lad entered the Army. He faced a real test the first night he went to bed in the 

barracks. He had formed the commendable habit of placing his Bible on his bed at home, and 

kneeling down to read a chapter while having his daily prayer time before retiring. 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Sa+12%3A7


Surrounded by scores of rough men in the one great company room, many of them cursing 

and jesting loudly, he thought it might be wiser to go to bed and then read his Bible where 

nobody would notice it. 

But he told himself, "I am a Christian, and I ought to give these fellows a testimony. I won't 

strike my colors; I'll do just as I did at home!" 

So the courageous youngster undressed, got into his sleeping garments, then spread his Bible 

on his cot. He kneeled down and started to read, and in two minutes the barracks got as quiet as a 

church. He felt like a goldfish in a glass bowl. 

After a while the talk began again, and nothing was said about his odd behavior. But the next 

night when he again opened his Bible and knelt to read, eight other boys dug out their Bibles and 

did the same. 

Within a month every man in that outfit would have fought for that boy. They brought their 

troubles and their questions to him to be settled, and he influenced more men for Christ in that 

one barracks than half a dozen chaplains could have moved in a year of Sundays. 

—Harry Rimmer 

  

God Bless Grandmother! 

When a 120-pound mountain lion leaped through a partially opened window of a motor 

home parked in a tourist area of South Dakota called Bear County, and began mauling 18-

month-old Jason Cowden, the boy's grandmother, Mrs. Peter Underdahl, killed it with a butcher 

knife. 

"All I kept saying was, 'Bring me a knife. Bring me a knife.' Finally, my husband handed me 

a butcher knife, and I jammed it in and twisted it and the lion went slack, and I knew I had 

pierced the heart. I said a prayer that the good Lord would give me the strength and the right 

spot, and He did." 

—Prairie Overcomer 

John The Baptist Marches On 

It took real courage to do what John the Baptist did. He marched into the palace itself and 

there, in the presence of the adulterous pair, said to Herod, "It is not lawful for thee to have her; 

you are breaking God's commandment and God will judge you." That sermon cost John his life. 

(Matthew 14:4; Mark 6:18) 

To think that he had to die at the whispered wish of a vindictive adulteress! The greatest man 

that ever lived, and here is his head on a silver charger to please the whim of a dancing girl! 

But wait! The evangelist tells us that when John was dead, his disciples came and took up the 

body and buried it, and went and told Jesus. John had friends, disciples. 

I have no doubt that they wrapped his body in as clean a linen cloth as that which unwound 

the body of the Lord, and women anointed him with their tears. Perhaps in Jerusalem they buried 

the body, perhaps by Jordan's flood, and rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulcher and 

departed. 

But it was the body, not John! They could not bury John. Time has not been able to bury 

him; the ages have not been able to engulf him. No wonder guilty Herod, when he heard of the 

preaching of Jesus, stridden in conscience, cried out in fear and remorse, "John whom I beheaded 

is risen from the dead!" The soul of John the Baptist marches on. 

 

Latimer To Please King Or King Of Kings 

Hugh Latimer, one of the leaders of the Protestant Reformation in England, was appointed a 

royal chaplain to King Henry VIII. His bold and uncompromising preaching finally brought him 

into disfavor, and he was subsequently executed. One day, at the beginning of a sermon before 

the royal court, he exclaimed to himself: 

"Latimer, Latimer, thou art going to speak before the high and mighty king, Henry VIII, who 

is able, if he thinks fit, to take thy life away. Be careful what thou sayest. But Latimer, Latimer, 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Mt+14%3A4
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remember also thou art about to speak before the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Take heed 

thou does not displease Him." 

 

Only One Thing Pained Chrysostom 

When the great Chrysostom was arrested by the Roman Emperor, the latter sought to make 

the Greek Christian recant, but without success. So the emperor discussed with his advisers what 

could be done to the prisoner. "Shall I put him in a dungeon?" the Emperor asked. 

"No," one of his counselors replied, "for he will be glad to go. He longs for the quietness 

wherein he can delight in the mercies of his God." 

"Then he shall be executed!" said the Emperor. 

"No," was the answer, "for he will also be glad to die. He declares that in the event of death 

he will be in the presence of his Lord." 

"What shall we do then?" the ruler asked. 

"There is only one thing that will give Chrysostom pain," the counselor said. "To cause 

Chrysostom to suffer, make him sin. He is afraid of nothing except sin." 

—Baptist Standard 

 Pastor Says: "Shoot Away" 

During the pastorate of Henry Ward Beecher in Indianapolis he preached a series of sermons 

upon drunkenness and gambling, incidentally scorning the men of the community who profited 

by these sins. During the ensuing week he was accosted on the street by a would-be assailant, 

pistol in hand, who demanded a retraction of some utterance of the preceding Sunday. 

"Take it back, right here!" he demanded with an oath, "or I will shoot you on the spot!" 

"Shoot away!" was the preacher's response as he walked calmly away, hurling over his 

shoulder this parting remark: 

"I don't believe you can hit the mark as well as I did!" 

 

Secret Of Fearlessness 

Of the memorials in Westminster Abbey there is not one that gives a nobler thought than that 

inscribed on the monument to Lord Lawrence—simply his name, with the date of his death, and 

these words: "He feared man so little because he feared God so much." 

 

Wanted: Hundred Men 

John Wesley said, "Give me a hundred men who fear nothing but sin, and desire nothing but 

God, and I will shake the world. I care not a straw whether they be clergymen or laymen; and 

such alone will overthrow the kingdom of Satan and build up the Kingdom of God on earth." 

—The Preacher's Magazine 

 

 


