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In our increasingly impersonal world the individual is easily lost. Personal identity blurs for the 

subjects of mass suppression in a totalitarian state, the hollow-eyed famine victims in Africa, and the 

citizens of the industrial West who become merely numbers on a credit card roll. The world’s 

concerns with terrorist attacks, economic collapse, and nuclear holocaust range far beyond the reach 

of the individual. 

Yet, in the midst of alarming global issues, something down inside every human being cries out 

for recognition, for meaning and purpose in life. We just can’t rest without it. Whenever individual 

significance is stifled, there is an inner smoldering and increasing pressure to revolt. 

CREATED IN GOD’S IMAGE 

The whole concept of the significance of the individual begins with God. Every person is worth 

something to Him, every person is precious in His eyes. 

First, each individual has intrinsic value by virtue of creation. We are created in the very image 

and likeness of God. We have personality, power of abstract thought, moral capability, and a 

spiritual nature (Genesis 1:27). A flower may bloom and die. An animal returns to the dust. But a 

man’s soul goes on forever, and he is worth more to God than all the irrational creatures on this 

earth combined. 

One striking evidence of our worth to God is His provision for our redemption. The value of 

anything is determined by how much someone is willing to pay for it. Scripture says, “For you know 

that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty 

way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb 

without blemish or defect” (1 Peter 1:18–19). We mean so much to God that He was willing to let 

His beloved Son suffer in our place in order to restore our fellowship with Him. 

MESSENGERS OF GOD 

But God’s original intent does not stop there. He wants to make us like Jesus. And He 

relentlessly pursues us with this purpose in view. Every person is significant because of the qualities 

that are built in and also because of his potential as a channel of divine blessing. 



God uses men to declare His glory. When the angel appeared to Cornelius (Acts 10), he gave 

specific instructions for finding Simon Peter. The angel could have spoken the gospel. But God had 

reserved that task for Peter. He wanted to use a man as the channel for His great message. 

If we were to pick men for God’s use, we would choose those who are naturally “sharp,” full of 

ideas. But God doesn’t need man’s abilities or his ideas. God is looking for people to carry out His 

ideas. 

Once when I was in Scotland with the Graham Crusade a little handicapped boy about thirteen 

years old came to me and asked, “Mr. Sanny, do you think that God can use me?” I put my arms 

around his shoulders and said, “I know that God can use you!” Every individual is significant to God 

and every life has meaning and purpose in His plan. 

Because of this, God goes to great pains to purify and perfect His saints. He thinks they’re not 

only worth redeeming but also worth maturing, worth putting under the hammer and chisel to make 

them fit for the Master’s use. 

The life of Jacob is a great thrill to me. Jacob—scheming and shrewd—cruelly tricked his aged 

father to steal his brother’s birthright. His name meant “supplanter.” But under the transforming 

power of God, Jacob was changed. His name became Israel, “Prince with God.” 

SEEING THE VALUE IN OTHERS 

“If we could see how precious the human soul is as Christ saw it,” observed Phillip Brooks, “our 

ministry would approach the effectiveness of Christ’s.” 

How can this tenet become a conviction in our lives and make a difference in our ministries? 

By prayer. The Apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthian Christians, “I thank God, who put into the 

heart of Titus the same concern I have for you” (2 Cor. 8:16). This kind of earnest care comes 

through prayer. It is something God puts in our hearts. 

By considering ourselves . . . and realizing that we’re all made alike. We need to give ourselves 

to others and share with them that which has satisfied our own hearts’ needs. 

By serving others. Someone once said, “Love is a personal sharing in the destiny of another.” 

Both helping others and praying for others come from the basic idea of individual worth. 

As this conviction grips us, we’ll find a whole new quality of life and ministry—placing 

confidence in people and what God can do with them, dealing heart-to heart rather than with 

externals. 

May the worth of each individual take root in our hearts and be evidenced in our lives as we go 

about the urgent business of winning and training men and women to become effective servants of 

the Savior. 

 


