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JONATHAN, son of King Saul, was much loved and a man of great faith. He was quite 

capable of succeeding his father as ruler over God’s people. 

But Jonathan would never be king. His father Saul turned away from God and did not carry 

out his commands. Therefore God rejected Saul, and the shepherd boy David was quietly 

anointed by God to be the future king over Israel. 

So there seemed to be two persons in line for Saul’s throne-Jonathan, the crown prince, and 

David, the shepherd boy. Surely these two would come into conflict. How would God solve this 

problem? 

When David defeated the Philistine giant Goliath in battle, Jonathan’s reaction was 

remarkable. Apparently impressed by David’s sincere love for God and his great faith in 

defending God’s honor, Jonathan was deeply drawn to this shepherd from Bethlehem and took 

an important step: “Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself “(1 

Samuel 18:3). 

ELEVATED LOVE 

The making of a covenant was a very serious matter in the Bible. The grounds for and the 

origin of a covenant were always love. Jonathan loved David as himself. But by making this 

covenant in the Lord’s presence, they entered into a different relationship with one another. 

Their love now was elevated to a relationship cemented in law. 

Covenants give holy guarantees. Love by itself can be temporary and nonbinding. At a 

certain time you may love someone enough to do anything for him or her. But later your warmth 

toward that person and your willingness to make sacrifices for him may lessen. 

With a covenant however, though the grounds are love and the agreement is voluntary, each 

partner owes the other faithfulness. Their fixed relationship requires love-in-continuity. 

Both David and Jonathan benefited from the covenant between them. When Saul persecuted 

David and tried to kill him, David sought help from the crown prince. Ordinarily this would be 

unthinkable, but it was possible because of their covenant. David didn’t come to Jonathan and 

cry for mercy, without any grounds; rather, he appealed to Jonathan’s faithfulness. 

Later the roles were reversed, when Jonathan realized that David would become king in his 

place. In those days, when a new royal family came to power they would completely eradicate 

the old dynasty. So as the weaker party, Jonathan appealed to David’s faithfulness, and they 

swore friendship with each other in the name of the Lord (1 Samuel 20:42). David agreed not to 

destroy Jonathan and his family. 

Jonathan and David’s covenant was made “before the Lord” (1 Samuel 23:18). This meant 

that God would stand up for the helpless person if the other party broke the covenant. 

REALLY NECESSARY 

Was a covenant really necessary between them? Wasn’t it enough for Jonathan and David to 

know they loved each other? No, because the making of a covenant involved more than love. 

Love could cool, but after a covenant was made, an appeal could be made to the goodness, the 

faithfulness, the loyalty of the other person. 

Through their covenant there was to be shalom (peace) between David’s offspring and the 

house of Jonathan. This peace was more than the absence of war. It meant reliable, edifying 

relationships, and holding each other in respect. 

The biblical view of the covenant provides a wonderful picture of marriage. The grounds for 

and the origin of a marriage are love. Love moves the partners to enter into a special agreement, 

a relationship established in law, with holy guarantees. After the marriage ceremony, either 

partner can at any moment rely on the other’s faithfulness. Forgiveness is always possible, 



because the husband and wife have promised in the presence of the Lord to care for each other 

and to stand up for each other, for better or for worse. With this security, they can live in peace. 

The idea of covenant is also a picture of the relationship God seeks with us. Even God 

desires to elevate his love to a relationship secured in law. 

For example, he made a covenant with Abraham. Imagine that-the eternal God made a 

covenant with a man! God didn’t say to him, “Just rely on my love; trust me.” No, God elevated 

his love relationship to a covenant, to which holy guarantees were bound. Abraham could appeal 

to God’s faithfulness whenever he was in difficulty. 

A BROKEN COVENANT 

Later, God entered into a covenant with the children of Israel after Moses led them to Mount 

Horeb. God promised them that they could always count on his faithfulness. He became their 

covenant-God. There would be ever-enduring shalom between Jehovah and Israel, if Israel 

would also be faithful to the covenant. They were to show their faithfulness by keeping the law, 

and those who did this would be called the “faithful,” the “righteous ones.” 

But everything went wrong. Israel was unfaithful to the Lord, her covenant partner, time after 

time. God sent prophet after prophet to warn his people, but to no avail. 

Yet through the prophet Jeremiah, God promised in his love to enter into a new covenant, 

richer and more precious than the former. This promise was fulfilled when Jesus came to earth. 

The night of his birth, the angels proclaimed shalom-peace on earth between God and the people 

who would enter into the new covenant the people of good will. 

When Jesus offered the cup of wine to his disciples at the Last Supper, he said, “This is my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 

26:28). Here was the new covenant, which we can enter through faith in Jesus Christ. 

APPEALING TO GOD’S FAITHFULNESS 

God does not want us to doubt his love, and in Christ he again raised up his love to a 

relationship set in law. By approaching God in Jesus Christ, we appeal to God’s faithfulness. 

And in God there is no possibility of fickleness or an arbitrary response, such as the heathen fear 

from their gods. 

As I realized this, 1 John 1:9 gained new meaning for me: “If we confess our sins, he is 

faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” God knows 

that he has entered into a covenant with weak and sinful people. That is why he has included in 

the covenant measures that make it possible for us to live with him, such as the promise of 

forgiveness and cleansing when we confess our sin. 

The new covenant is full of many more promises and guarantees to which we can appeal. In 

1 Cor. 10:13, for example, we are told that we will not have to endure temptation beyond what 

we can bear, because “God is faithful” And in Hebrews 4:16 we are promised that in Christ we 

can boldly approach God to receive help any time we need it. You can add to this list many more 

promises-all guaranteed in Christ through God’s love and faithfulness. 

What a wonderful covenant the New Testament is, spelling out all that you have through 

your “marriage” with the Lord! 

Congratulations! 

 


