
PATIENCE 
(ὑπομονή,         , μακροθυμία, makrothumía): "Patience" implies suffering, enduring or 

waiting, as a determination of the will and not simply under necessity. As such it is an essential 

Christian virtue to the exercise of which there are many exhortations. We need to "wait 

patiently" for God, to endure uncomplainingly the various forms of sufferings, wrongs and evils 

that we meet with, and to bear patiently injustices which we cannot remedy and provocations we 

cannot remove. 

The word "patience" does not occur in the Old Testament, but we have "patiently" in Psalm 40:1 

as the translation of      , "to wait," "to expect," which word frequently expresses the idea, 

especially that of waiting on God; in Psalm 37:7, "patiently" ("wait patiently") is the translation 

of    , one of the meanings of which is "to wait" or "to hope for" or "to expect" (of Job 35:14); 

"patient" occurs (Eccles. 7:8) as the translation of ’erek  ’a  ayi , "long of spirit," and (Job 

6:11) "that I should be patient" ( a’ărīk   e  es ). Compare "impatient" (Job 21:4). 

"Patience" occurs frequently in the Apocrypha, especially in Ecclesiasticus, e.g. Sirach 2:14; 

Sirach 16:13; Sirach 17:24; Sirach 41:2 (       ē); Sirach 5:11 (makrothumia); Sirach 29:8 

( akr t    ō, the Revised Version (British and American) "long suffering"); in Wisd. 2:19, the 

Greek word is anexikakía. 

In the New Testament        ē carries in it the ideas of endurance, continuance (Luke 8:15; 

Luke 21:19; Romans 5:3-4, the American Standard Revised Version "stedfastness"; 8:25, etc.). 

In all places the American Revised Version margin has "stedfastness," except James 5:11, where 

it has "endurance"; makrothumia is translated "patience" (Hebrews 6:12; James 5:10); 

 akr t    ō, "to bear long" (Matthew 18:26, 29; James 5:7; See LONGSUFFERING); the 

same verb is translated "be patient" (1 Thes. 5:14, the Revised Version (British and American) 

"longsuffering"; James 5:7-8, the King James Version and the Revised Version (British and 

American) "patient"); makróthumos, "patiently" (Acts 26:3);        ē (1 Peter 2:20); 

anexíkakos is translated "patient" (2 Tim. 2:4, the Revised Version (British and American), the 

King James Version margin, "forbearing"); e ieik s, "gentle" (1 Tim. 3:3, the Revised Version 

(British and American) "gentle");      e ō (Romans 12:12, "patient in tribulation"). For "the 

patient waiting for Christ" (2 Thes. 3:5), the Revised Version (British and American) has "the 

patience of Christ." 

Patience is often hard to gain and to maintain, but, in Romans 15:5, God is called "the God of 

patience" (the American Revised Version margin "stedfastness") as being able to grant that grace 

to those who look to Him and depend on Him for it. It is in reliance on God and acceptance of 

His will, with trust in His goodness, wisdom and faithfulness, that we are enabled to endure and 

to hope stedfastly. 

—International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 

 

PATIENCE. 
1. Gk. makrothumia. Endurance, constancy, forbearance, long-suffering. 

2. Gk. hupomone. “A remaining under,” steadfastness, constancy, a patient waiting for. 

The difference between these two terms is given by Trench (NT Syn., 2:14): “Makrothumia 

will be found to express patience in respect of persons, hupomone in respect of things. . . . We 

should speak, therefore, of the makrothumia of David (2 Samuel 16:10-13), the hupomone of Job 

(James 5:11).” Patience is that calm and unruffled temper with which the good man bears the 

evils of life, whether they proceed from persons or things. It also manifests itself in a sweet 

submission to the providential appointments of God and fortitude in the presence of the duties 

and conflicts of life. This grace saves one from discouragement in the face of evil (Luke 21:19), 

aids in the cultivation of godliness (2 Peter 1:6), aids the development of the entire Christian 

character (James 1:4), and, continued till the end, will terminate in reward in the life to come 

(Romans 2:7; James 5:7-8). 

Patience of God. Respecting the patience of God, Trench says (vol. 2, p. 15), “While both 

graces [the two forms mentioned above, namely, with persons and with things] are possessed by 
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men only the former is an attribute of God. Men may tempt and provoke him, and he does 

display patience in regard to them (Exodus 34:6; Romans 2:4; 1 Peter 3:20); there may be a 

resistance to God in men, because he respects the wills with which he created them, even when 

those wills are fighting against him. But there can be no resistance to God, nor burden upon him, 

the Almighty, from things; therefore patience of things is never ascribed to him.” The “God who 

gives perseverance” (hupomone) means that God is the Author of patience in His servants 

(Romans 15:5). 

—New Unger's Bible Dictionary 
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