
Verses on Discretion and Prudence  

PRUDENCE; PRUDENT 

In the Old Testament "prudence" is the translation of          , ‘ormāh (Proverbs 8:12); also in the 

King James Version of        , sekel (2 Chron. 2:12, the Revised Version (British and American) 

"discretion"); and "prudent" is the translation of        , ‘ārūm, "subtle" (Proverbs 12:16, 23; 

Proverbs 13:16, etc.; compare Genesis 3:1; Job 5:12), and of       , bīn (1 Samuel 16:18, the 

Revised Version margin "skillful"; Proverbs 16:21; Proverbs 18:15; Isaiah 5:21; Isaiah 10:13, the 

American Standard Revised Version "understanding," etc.), with other words. In the New 

Testament "prudence" occurs once as the translation of φρόνησις, phrónēsis (Ephes. 1:8); 

"prudent" is in the King James Version the translation of συνετός, sunetós, changed in the 

Revised Version (British and American) to "understanding" (Matthew 11:25; Acts 13:7); in 1 

Cor. 1:19, the American Standard Revised Version has "the discerning," the English Revised 

Version retains "prudent." In its etymological sense of seeing beforehand (contraction of 

"providence"), "prudence" does not occur in the New Testament. As forethought, foresight, 

prudence was reckoned one of the cardinal virtues by the ancient ethical writers. See the remarks 

of Coleridge on its lower and higher character in his Aids to Reflection, Aphor. 29. 

—W. L. WALKER 

 TOPICAL THEME 

These verses are about knowing what to say and when to say it. Just because you know what you 

are talking about doesn't mean you should talk. Sometimes not talking is the best thing to do. 

Sometimes you need to be careful how you say it. Ask God to teach you discretion—knowing 

how to say the right thing at the right time. 

—Thompson Kids Treasure Chest 

1) Is There Ever A Time When I Should Be Quiet Even When I Have Something To Say?  

2) How Can I Learn Discretion? 

—Thompson Kids Treasure Map 

1 Chronicles 22:12 
 
May the LORD give you discretion and understanding when he puts you in 

command over Israel, so that you may keep the law of the LORD your God.  

Proverbs 1:4 for giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the young— 

Proverbs 2:11 Discretion will protect you, and understanding will guard you.  

Proverbs 3:21 My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not let them out of your 

sight;  

Proverbs 5:2 that you may maintain discretion and your lips may preserve knowledge.  

Proverbs 8:12 "I, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; I possess knowledge and discretion. 

Proverbs 13:16
 
Every prudent man acts out of knowledge, but a fool exposes his folly.  

Proverbs 14:15 A simple man believes anything, but a prudent man gives thought to his steps.  

Proverbs 15:5 A fool spurns his father's discipline, but whoever heeds correction shows 

prudence.  
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Proverbs 22:3 A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and 

suffer for it.  

Hosea 14:9 Who is wise? He will realize these things. Who is discerning? He will understand 

them. The ways of the LORD are right; the righteous walk in them, but the rebellious stumble in 

them.  

Daniel 2:14 When Arioch, the commander of the king's guard, had gone out to put to death the 

wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact.  

 

 

 


