
Character Study J 

Generosity - Giving liberally; learning to be a wise steward of time, money, or possessions. 

See the Bible studies on money matters which is one to the “Roots”. 

Hospitality - Showing generous and cordial reception of guests; offering a pleasant or 

sustaining environment. 

Study the following passages carefully according to the instructions given in Character 

Traits Bibles Studies Introduction document.  Then answer the questions below. 

 

2 Kings 4:8 One day Elisha went to Shunem. And a well-to-do woman was there, who urged 

him to stay for a meal. So whenever he came by, he stopped there to eat.  

Matthew 25:38-40 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and 

clothe you? When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?' "The King will reply, 'I 

tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'  

Luke 14:12-14 Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite 

your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you 

back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the 

lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at 

the resurrection of the righteous."  

Romans 12:13 Share with God's people who are in need. Practice hospitality.  

Romans 16:23 Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you his 

greetings. Erastus, who is the city's director of public works, and our brother Quartus send you 

their greetings.  

1 Timothy 3:2 Now the overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, 

temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach,  

1 Timothy 5:10 and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing 

hospitality, washing the feet of the saints, helping those in trouble and devoting herself to all 

kinds of good deeds.  

Hebrews 13:2
 
Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained 

angels without knowing it.  

1 Peter 4:9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling.  

Revelation 19:7-9 Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb 

has come, and his bride has made herself ready. Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to 

wear." (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) Then the angel said to me, "Write: 

'Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!'" And he added, "These 

are the true words of God."  

 

Notes and Questions: 

1. Why does God expect us to be hospitable? 



2. Hospitality takes on different forms in different cultures.  Examine the forms of 

hospitality in your culture.  How does this compare with biblical hospitality? 

3. Sharing a meal has a much deeper meaning than simply satisfying physical hunger.  What 

is the deeper meaning and why is this so important? 

4. What are the general obstacles to hospitality?  Which of these tends to hold you back? 

5. List all of the possible motives for hospitality and examine each in light of scripture.  

What are your conclusions? 

6. Intimate relationships are a major channel for both evangelism and discipleship.  What 

have you observed in this regard and what role does or should hospitality take? 

Goodness – Moral excellence, a life beyond reproach 

Genesis 5:24 Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.  

Job 1:1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and 

upright; he feared God and shunned evil.  

Daniel 6:3-4 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by 

his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. At this, the 

administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of 

government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because 

he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent.  

Romans 15:14 I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, 

complete in knowledge and competent to instruct one another.  

1 Corinthians 1:30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us 

wisdom from God--that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.  

Ephesians 5:9
 
(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth)  

2 Peter 1:5 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to 

goodness, knowledge;  

1. Christ according to 1 Corinthians 1:30 has become for us the four things that are listed.  

Does that include goodness?  Explain your answer.   

2. Why do you think Peter says we should make every effort to add to our faith goodness?  

How does one do that? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


