
 

Goodness 

This is best described by the phrase “moral excellence”; any trait or virtue 

that might elicit praise from the people of God because of its Christlikeness. 

Goodness in the biblical sense is measured by the Word of God rather than 

social popularity of public consensus. 

Sir Thomas More: A Jovial Spirit 
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The executioner waited on the scaffold, axe in hand. The crowd nearby stood weeping as the 

condemned prisoner climbed the platform. But the one about to die was smiling. 

He kissed the executioner, gave him a gold coin, and quipped with a grin: “Don’t be afraid, 

my good man. Take care to do it well, for I have a short neck, and you mustn’t ruin your 

reputation.” 

What sort of man could face death with a joke on his lips? Only a man who was presenting to 

God as a heroic gift an entire lifetime of uncompromised goodness. His name: Sir Thomas More 

(1478–1535). 

More was an English statesman, author, and educator, a leading intellectual figure of his day. 

He had tutored Henry the Eighth when the king was a youth; as Lord Chancellor of England, 

More was one of that sovereign’s favorites. Henry appointed him to the Royal Council, sent him 

as diplomat to France, and made him a knight. 

But the days of royal favor ended abruptly: Henry grew tired of his wife, Catherine, and 

sought to divorce her and replace her with his mistress. More refused to endorse such 

immorality. He resigned the chancellorship and retired to his home, penniless. When required to 

take a public oath recognizing the new marriage as valid, More said no. So the king imprisoned 

him in the Tower of London. 

For 15 months he languished there, suffering physical ailments and buffeted by former 

colleagues who called him a fool. But More stood firm, spending the time in prayer and writing 

some of his greatest works. Though the separation from his family was particularly painful, his 

consistent goodness was a source of strength to those he loved. In a brave letter he received in 

prison, his daughter wrote: 

“Father, what do you think has been our comfort since your departing from us? Surely it is 

the experience we have of your life past, and your godly conversation, and wholesome counsel, 

and virtuous example—and a certainty that all these will not only continue, but will increase by 

the goodness of our Lord.” 



More was finally convicted of treason for his stand and condemned to death. Yet through it 

all he maintained the kind of cheerfulness—you could even call it joviality—that only a clear 

conscience and a firm hope of Heaven could have allowed. His noble example has inspired other 

Christians to imitate his goodness and to resist wickedness in high places. 

“Serve God and be merry and rejoice in Him,” he admonished his family in one of his last 

prison letters. “And if anything should happen to me that would grieve you, pray to God for me, 

but don’t be troubled: as I shall full heartily pray for us all, that we may meet together in heaven, 

where we shall make merry forever.” 

—Paul Thigpen 

Check your local video rental outlet for A Man for All Seasons, a film that chronicles the 

dramatic final events of More’s life. 

Daniel: A Life Beyond Reproach 

Imagine the elderly Daniel as a candidate for President of the United States. 

As soon as the convention places the name in nomination, the L.A. Times and the Washington 

Post slap blue-chip investigative reporting teams onto the Daniel beat. 

Who is this guy and what’s his game? Get a profile, and get us some dirt. You know the dirt’s 

there, so find it. Get through to his high-school teachers, old girlfriends, former business 

associates, ex-wives—whatever. Turn over every rock and get us an interview with every slug, 

grub, and slimy thing you find under there. 

The major networks send camera crews to dog Daniel’s every move. Not to be outdone, the 

TV tabloids aim telescopic cameras at the windows of Daniel’s apartment. One of the reporters 

manages to slip a tiny, sensitive microphone into the rose trellis just below his second floor 

terrace. 

Time and Newsweek inadvertently plan simultaneous release of cover stories with nearly 

identical headlines: DANIEL: WHO IS HE? and DANIEL: WHO IS THIS MAN? 

Then, after weeks of digging through yellowing financial records, real estate transactions, 

and tax returns, and endless interviews with past associates, drivers, secretaries, barbers, bankers, 

and waiters, the reporters head back to their newsrooms, studios, and editors with “the goods.” 

But there are red faces and clenched jaws within the offices of the media elite. It seems 

there’s nothing to report. 

No telephone calls to escort services. No hotel receipts for in-room explicit movies. No 

female staffers claiming sexual harassment. No suspicious real estate deals. No large bar tabs. 

No crude ethnic jokes inadvertently captured by a live mike. No dodging of duty. No political 

favors or taxpayer-financed junkets or ghost employees on the payroll or gifts traded for political 

influence. 

As Scripture reports: “They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and 

neither corrupt nor negligent” (Daniel 6:4). 

The inside scoop on Daniel? He does his job. He honors his friends. He loves his God. 

Period. 

What a bitter pill for the media. Where’s the ANGLE on this guy? Where’s the lead for your 

story? How do you get readers to buy magazines and viewers to watch news programs when 

there are no indiscretions to reveal, no dark hints to drop, no whispers of secret rendezvous? 

Finally you have to conclude what Daniel’s enemies concluded: “We will never find any 

basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God” 

(Daniel 6:5). 

So there’s your angle. There’s your storyline. 

Good evening. Leading our news tonight is a report on the candidate Daniel. Inside sources 

have told the Evening News that Daniel is a member of an ultra-fundamentalist religious sect. 

He adheres to a literal interpretation of the Bible, holds intolerant views on the diversity of other 

religions, and apparently converses daily with an unseen Deity. We now have videotape of the 



candidate kneeling down three times each day before his open window. According to Dr. 

Herbert Blumfield, a prominent clinical psychologist, this narrow thinking and habitual behavior 

is unbalanced and potentially dangerous. . . . 

In the long run, there isn’t much you can do against a good life. 

You can argue with a man’s opinions. You can take issue with a woman’s position on moral 

issues. You can write off someone’s manner of worship or taste in music or theological slant. 

But what do you do with a consistently good life? How do you explain away something so solid 

and real? It looks silly even to try. 

When Daniel’s enemies could not dim or veil his long, steady light, they had two options. 

They could acknowledge the goodness of his life and the greatness of his God, or they could kill 

the man and extinguish his light altogether. 

As it happened, they found the latter task harder than they supposed. It’s hard to keep a good 

life down. 

Ask the enemies of Jesus. 

—Larry Libby 


