
Hospitality: Easier Than Pie 

You don’t need to be a gourmet cook—the only requirement is giving a little of 

yourself. 

By Rachael Crabb 

When I was growing up, my mother painstakingly showed me how to make lemon meringue pie 

from scratch. After mixing the shortening and flour, we rolled out the dough, and I pieced it back 

together when it fell apart. We squeezed lemons and cooked the filling, and I learned how to keep 

the mixture from scorching. Next, we whipped the egg whites, and my mother showed me how to 

swirl them just right and brown them in the oven without burning the tips. 

After many tries—with results ranging from crusts that fell apart to burnt meringue—I finally 

mastered the art of making a lemon meringue pie. This became my personal contribution whenever 

we had special company. Even though I was young, I worked to perfect this skill so I could share a 

little of myself to show our guests they were important. 

The hard work and practice of making pies is the first thing I think of when I hear the expression 

“easy as pie”—not my idea of easy. In all honesty, I rarely have time to make lemon meringue pies 

from scratch these days, so “easy as pie” has taken on a different meaning for me. However, there 

are ways to encourage others through hospitality that are truly as easy as pie or even easier. 

Creating a Climate 

We offer hospitality when we create a loving climate in which others can bloom. The Bible 

records many examples of this kind of ministry: 

• Mary, Martha, and Lazarus opened their home to Jesus to feed Him and give Him a 

comfortable place as a base from which to conduct His teaching ministry. 

• When Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law, her first act was to get up and serve her guests 

(Mark 1:29–31). 

• Simon the leper, Zacchaeus, Levi, and many others opened their homes to Jesus. 

• The early Church believers met together in each other’s homes to pray, praise, worship, 

fellowship, and eat together. Perhaps the comfortable environment of a home or the relaxed 

atmosphere around a meal helped make people receptive to the teaching. 

In addition to providing examples of hospitality, Scripture gives us specific instructions to 

practice this kind of loving care for others. Paul listed it as a necessary qualification of an elder in 

the church (1 Tim. 3:2; Titus 1:8.) Paul’s instructions in Romans 12:9–13 emphasize that this 

ministry of love in action belongs not just to elders, but should be a trademark of all believers: 

Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one another in 

brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your 

spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share 

with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

Giving of Ourselves 

The emphasis in our practice of hospitality should be on how we give of ourselves to minister to 

others—not on how we perform to entertain others. The Bible commands us to carry out this 

ministry; it does not set up requirements for housing or meals. We do not need a large, beautifully 

decorated, immaculately tidy house in order to invite others into our home. “Breaking bread” with 

others does not require serving filet mignon or lobster tails. The issue is not spending money, but 

spending our time—not giving things, but giving ourselves. 



“But the last thing I feel up to doing is sacrificing more of my time!” you protest. “On the 

schedule I keep, there’s not much left of me to give to anyone else, never mind my family! I’m 

barely holding things together as it is. How can I fit in anything else? I just don’t have the energy or 

creativity to come up with creative ways to minister to others.” 

If you are overwhelmed at the prospect of offering hospitality, you’re not alone. We all feel the 

pull of overscheduled days and hectic weeks. Relax! Offering hospitality can be as easy as 

delivering a homebaked pie to a coworker’s desk . . . or buying a discouraged friend a cup of 

coffee . . . or dropping a funny card in the mail. 

Even the most harried woman can give of herself in small but effective ways. The key is to care 

for others, to show kindness, to let others see a bit of Christ shining through. There are no hospitality 

“rules” that apply to every person. As a matter of fact, our unique ways of practicing hospitality—

our “personal touch”—is what makes our different ministries so effective! 

Last week my good friend Amy called and asked if she could stop by. We turned a quilt, sat in 

the hot tub, and spent a relaxing evening in light conversation. I had planned to complete several 

projects that evening, but it was a small sacrifice to spend the evening with my friend. I enjoyed her 

company. 

Amy called the next day to thank me for spending the evening with her. “I didn’t say anything 

last night,” she told me, “but yesterday was the worst day of my entire life. I was ready to end it all. 

Thank you for being there to encourage me when I most needed it.” Amy reminded me that we can 

be an encouragement to others through hospitality even when we don’t realize it. 

Through our weaknesses, while we are living our everyday lives, God can make us available to 

reach our world. Hospitality is a ministry of encouragement. When we are willing to open our 

homes, our kitchens, our living rooms, and most of all our hearts to others, God can make exciting 

things happen. 


