
Character Study L 

Initiative - Displaying energy or aptitude in initiation of action; independently  

of outside influence or control. 

Study the following passages carefully according to the instructions given in Character 

Traits Bibles Studies Introduction document.  Then answer the questions below. 

 

Genesis 13:8-9  So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or 

between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. Is not the whole land before you? Let's 

part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left."  

Exodus 2:7-8 Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew 

women to nurse the baby for you?"
 
"Yes, go," she answered. And the girl went and got the baby's 

mother.  

Ruth 2:2-3 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, "Let me go to the fields and pick up the 

leftover grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor." Naomi said to her, "Go ahead, my 

daughter." So she went out and began to glean in the fields behind the harvesters. As it turned 

out, she found herself working in a field belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelech.  

Joshua 3:13-14 And as soon as the priests who carry the ark of the LORD--the Lord of all the 

earth--set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream will be cut off and stand up in a 

heap." So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the 

covenant went ahead of them.  

1 Samuel 14:6
 
Jonathan said to his young armor-bearer, "Come, let's go over to the outpost of 

those uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the LORD will act in our behalf. Nothing can hinder the 

LORD from saving, whether by many or by few."  

Nehemiah 1:2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I 

questioned them about the Jewish remnant that survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem.  

Nehemiah 1:4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and 

fasted and prayed before the God of heaven.  

Nehemiah 2:4-8 The king said to me, "What is it you want?" Then I prayed to the God of 

heaven, 
 
and I answered the king, "If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his 

sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it." 

Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, "How long will your journey take, 

and when will you get back?" It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. I also said to him, 

"If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will 

provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the 

king's forest, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple 

and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?" And because the gracious hand of my 

God was upon me, the king granted my requests.  

Nehemiah 3:17 Next to him, the repairs were made by the Levites under Rehum son of Bani. 

Beside him, Hashabiah, ruler of half the district of Keilah, carried out repairs for his district.  

1 Samuel 17:26 David asked the men standing near him, "What will be done for the man who 

kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine 

that he should defy the armies of the living God?"  



1 Samuel 17:32 David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your 

servant will go and fight him."  

Isaiah 6:8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send? And who will go for 

us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"  

Ezekiel 22:30 "I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before 

me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.  

Matthew 5:23-24 "Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 

your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be 

reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.  

Matthew 18:15 "If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the 

two of you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.  

John 1:38-39 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" They 

said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" "Come," he replied, "and you 

will see." So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about 

the tenth hour.  

John 1:43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, 

"Follow me."  

John 2:15-16 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep 

and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. To those 

who sold doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a 

market!"  

John 4:7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a 

drink?"  

John 5:6 When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a 

long time, he asked him, "Do you want to get well?"  

Acts 8:4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.  

1 Corinthians 9:24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the 

prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.  

Philippians 3:14-15 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus. All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if 

on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you.  

Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of 

our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 

the right hand of the throne of God.  

 

Notes and Questions: 



1. Make a list of all the ways that God takes initiative.  Also note some examples of how 

Jesus was always taking the initiative. 

2. Why do you think that God wants us to take initiative?   

3. Initiative implies that we are to be active rather than passive.  What are the implications 

of this? 

4. Taking the initiative involves risks and the possibility of making big mistakes.  This is a 

reason why many shy away from taking the initiative.  What principles and guide lines do 

you find in scripture that can help us over come such obstacles to initiative?  Note be sure 

to look carefully at the example of Nehemiah and Jesus. 

5. Hebrews 12 talks about “the race marked out for you”.  This implies that the race looks 

differently for each individual.  What are some of the things that are common to the race 

that each of us is to run?  In what way is “Your race” different and unique? 

6. For someone to initiate properly, reflection, assessment, and planning are essential.  What 

can you do to make sure that you are doing these three things? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


