
Exodus 25:1-8 (NIV)   

    The Lord said to Moses, [2] "Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the 

offering for me from each man whose heart prompts him to give. [3] These are the offerings you 

are to receive from them: gold, silver and bronze; [4] blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; 

goat hair; [5] ram skins dyed red and hides of sea cows; acacia wood; [6] olive oil for the light; 

spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; [7] and onyx stones and other gems to be 

mounted on the ephod and breastpiece.  

    [8] "Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them.  

 

Exodus 36:2-7 (NIV)   

    Then Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the Lord had 

given ability and who was willing to come and do the work. [3] They received from Moses all 

the offerings the Israelites had brought to carry out the work of constructing the sanctuary. And 

the people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning. [4] So all the skilled 

craftsmen who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left their work [5] and said to Moses, 

"The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the Lord commanded to be 

done."  

    [6] Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: "No man or 

woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary." And so the people were 

restrained from bringing more, [7] because what they already had was more than enough to do 

all the work.  

 

Numbers 18:21-24 (NIV)   

    "I give to the Levites all the tithes in Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do 

while serving at the Tent of Meeting. [22] From now on the Israelites must not go near the Tent 

of Meeting, or they will bear the consequences of their sin and will die. [23] It is the Levites who 

are to do the work at the Tent of Meeting and bear the responsibility for offenses against it. This 

is a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. They will receive no inheritance among the 

Israelites. [24] Instead, I give to the Levites as their inheritance the tithes that the Israelites 

present as an offering to the Lord. That is why I said concerning them: 'They will have no 

inheritance among the Israelites.' "  

 

Deut. 8:17-18 (NIV)   

    You may say to yourself, "My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth 

for me." [18] But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce 

wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.  

 

Deut. 14:27 (NIV)   

    And do not neglect the Levites living in your towns, for they have no allotment or inheritance 

of their own.  

 

Deut. 15:10 (NIV)   

    Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your 

God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to.  

 

Deut. 16:17 (NIV)   

    Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you.  

 

1 Kings 17:1-16 (NIV)   

    Now Elijah the Tishbite, from Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the Lord, the God of Israel, 

lives, whom I serve, there will be neither dew nor rain in the next few years except at my word."  



    [2] Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah: [3] "Leave here, turn eastward and hide in the 

Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan. [4] You will drink from the brook, and I have ordered the 

ravens to feed you there."  

    [5] So he did what the Lord had told him. He went to the Kerith Ravine, east of the Jordan, 

and stayed there. [6] The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat 

in the evening, and he drank from the brook.  

    [7] Some time later the brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land. [8] Then the 

word of the Lord came to him: [9] "Go at once to Zarephath of Sidon and stay there. I have 

commanded a widow in that place to supply you with food." [10] So he went to Zarephath. 

When he came to the town gate, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called to her and asked, 

"Would you bring me a little water in a jar so I may have a drink?" [11] As she was going to get 

it, he called, "And bring me, please, a piece of bread."  

    [12] "As surely as the Lord your God lives," she replied, "I don't have any bread--only a 

handful of flour in a jar and a little oil in a jug. I am gathering a few sticks to take home and 

make a meal for myself and my son, that we may eat it--and die."  

    [13] Elijah said to her, "Don't be afraid. Go home and do as you have said. But first make a 

small cake of bread for me from what you have and bring it to me, and then make something for 

yourself and your son. [14] For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: 'The jar of flour 

will not be used up and the jug of oil will not run dry until the day the Lord gives rain on the 

land.' "  

    [15] She went away and did as Elijah had told her. So there was food every day for Elijah and 

for the woman and her family. [16] For the jar of flour was not used up and the jug of oil did not 

run dry, in keeping with the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah.  

 

1 Chron. 29:12-17 (NIV)   

    Wealth and honor come from you; 

        you are the ruler of all things. 

    In your hands are strength and power 

        to exalt and give strength to all.  

    [13] Now, our God, we give you thanks, 

        and praise your glorious name. 

  

    [14] "But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as 

this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. [15] 

We are aliens and strangers in your sight, as were all our forefathers. Our days on earth are like a 

shadow, without hope. [16] O Lord our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for 

building you a temple for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you. 

[17] I know, my God, that you test the heart and are pleased with integrity. All these things have 

I given willingly and with honest intent. And now I have seen with joy how willingly your 

people who are here have given to you.  

 

2 Chron. 31:3-19 (NIV)   

    The king contributed from his own possessions for the morning and evening burnt offerings 

and for the burnt offerings on the Sabbaths, New Moons and appointed feasts as written in the 

Law of the Lord. [4] He ordered the people living in Jerusalem to give the portion due the priests 

and Levites so they could devote themselves to the Law of the Lord. [5] As soon as the order 

went out, the Israelites generously gave the firstfruits of their grain, new wine, oil and honey and 

all that the fields produced. They brought a great amount, a tithe of everything. [6] The men of 

Israel and Judah who lived in the towns of Judah also brought a tithe of their herds and flocks 

and a tithe of the holy things dedicated to the Lord their God, and they piled them in heaps. [7] 

They began doing this in the third month and finished in the seventh month. [8] When Hezekiah 

and his officials came and saw the heaps, they praised the Lord and blessed his people Israel.  



    [9] Hezekiah asked the priests and Levites about the heaps; [10] and Azariah the chief priest, 

from the family of Zadok, answered, "Since the people began to bring their contributions to the 

temple of the Lord, we have had enough to eat and plenty to spare, because the Lord has blessed 

his people, and this great amount is left over."  

    [11] Hezekiah gave orders to prepare storerooms in the temple of the Lord, and this was done. 

[12] Then they faithfully brought in the contributions, tithes and dedicated gifts. Conaniah, a 

Levite, was in charge of these things, and his brother Shimei was next in rank. [13] Jehiel, 

Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth, Jozabad, Eliel, Ismakiah, Mahath and Benaiah were 

supervisors under Conaniah and Shimei his brother, by appointment of King Hezekiah and 

Azariah the official in charge of the temple of God.  

    [14] Kore son of Imnah the Levite, keeper of the East Gate, was in charge of the freewill 

offerings given to God, distributing the contributions made to the Lord and also the consecrated 

gifts. [15] Eden, Miniamin, Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah and Shecaniah assisted him faithfully in 

the towns of the priests, distributing to their fellow priests according to their divisions, old and 

young alike.  

    [16] In addition, they distributed to the males three years old or more whose names were in the 

genealogical records--all who would enter the temple of the Lord to perform the daily duties of 

their various tasks, according to their responsibilities and their divisions. [17] And they 

distributed to the priests enrolled by their families in the genealogical records and likewise to the 

Levites twenty years old or more, according to their responsibilities and their divisions. [18] 

They included all the little ones, the wives, and the sons and daughters of the whole community 

listed in these genealogical records. For they were faithful in consecrating themselves.  

    [19] As for the priests, the descendants of Aaron, who lived on the farm lands around their 

towns or in any other towns, men were designated by name to distribute portions to every male 

among them and to all who were recorded in the genealogies of the Levites.  

 

Neh. 13:10-14 (NIV)   

    I also learned that the portions assigned to the Levites had not been given to them, and that all 

the Levites and singers responsible for the service had gone back to their own fields. [11] So I 

rebuked the officials and asked them, "Why is the house of God neglected?" Then I called them 

together and stationed them at their posts.  

    [12] All Judah brought the tithes of grain, new wine and oil into the storerooms. [13] I put 

Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and a Levite named Pedaiah in charge of the storerooms 

and made Hanan son of Zaccur, the son of Mattaniah, their assistant, because these men were 

considered trustworthy. They were made responsible for distributing the supplies to their 

brothers.  

    [14] Remember me for this, O my God, and do not blot out what I have so faithfully done for 

the house of my God and its services.  

 

Psalm 37:21 (NIV)   

    The wicked borrow and do not repay, 

        but the righteous give generously;  

 

Psalm 37:26 (NIV)   

    They are always generous and lend freely; 

        their children will be blessed. 

  

 

Psalm 112:5 (NIV)   

    Good will come to him who is generous and lends freely, 

        who conducts his affairs with justice.  

 



Proverbs 3:9-10 (NIV)   

    Honor the Lord with your wealth, 

        with the firstfruits of all your crops;  

    [10] then your barns will be filled to overflowing, 

        and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

  

 

Proverbs 3:27-28 (NIV)   

    Do not withhold good from those who deserve it, 

        when it is in your power to act.  

    [28] Do not say to your neighbor, 

        "Come back later; I'll give it tomorrow"-- 

        when you now have it with you. 

  

 

Proverbs 11:24-25 (NIV)   

    One man gives freely, yet gains even more; 

        another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 

  

    [25] A generous man will prosper; 

        he who refreshes others will himself be refreshed. 

  

 

Proverbs 22:9 (NIV)   

    A generous man will himself be blessed, 

        for he shares his food with the poor. 

  

 

Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV)   

    "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal. [20] But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and 

rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. [21] For where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.  

 

Matthew 10:5-15 (NIV)   

    These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or 

enter any town of the Samaritans. [6] Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. [7] As you go, preach 

this message: 'The kingdom of heaven is near.' [8] Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 

who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. [9] Do not take along 

any gold or silver or copper in your belts; [10] take no bag for the journey, or extra tunic, or 

sandals or a staff; for the worker is worth his keep.  

    [11] "Whatever town or village you enter, search for some worthy person there and stay at his 

house until you leave. [12] As you enter the home, give it your greeting. [13] If the home is 

deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. [14] If anyone will 

not welcome you or listen to your words, shake the dust off your feet when you leave that home 

or town. [15] I tell you the truth, it will be more bearable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the day of 

judgment than for that town.  

 

Luke 8:1-3 (NIV)   

    After this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good 

news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, [2] and also some women who had 

been cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had 



come out; [3] Joanna the wife of Cuza, the manager of Herod's household; Susanna; and many 

others. These women were helping to support them out of their own means.  

 

Luke 10:1-7 (NIV)   

    After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to 

every town and place where he was about to go. [2] He told them, "The harvest is plentiful, but 

the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 

field. [3] Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. [4] Do not take a purse or bag or 

sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road.  

    [5] "When you enter a house, first say, 'Peace to this house.' [6] If a man of peace is there, 

your peace will rest on him; if not, it will return to you. [7] Stay in that house, eating and 

drinking whatever they give you, for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from 

house to house.  

 

Luke 21:1-4 (NIV)   

    As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. [2] He also saw 

a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. [3] "I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor 

widow has put in more than all the others. [4] All these people gave their gifts out of their 

wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on."  

 

Acts 4:32-37 (NIV)   

    All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was 

his own, but they shared everything they had. [33] With great power the apostles continued to 

testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much grace was upon them all. [34] There were 

no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned lands or houses sold 

them, brought the money from the sales [35] and put it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed 

to anyone as he had need.  

    [36] Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means Son of 

Encouragement), [37] sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles' 

feet.  

 

Acts 10:1-4 (NIV)   

    At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian 

Regiment. [2] He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in 

need and prayed to God regularly. [3] One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He 

distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, "Cornelius!"  

    [4] Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" he asked. 

    The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering 

before God.  

 

Acts 11:27-30 (NIV)   

    During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. [28] One of them, 

named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over 

the entire Roman world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) [29] The disciples, each 

according to his ability, decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. [30] This they 

did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.  

 

Acts 18:1-5 (NIV)   

    After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. [2] There he met a Jew named Aquila, a 

native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 

ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, [3] and because he was a tentmaker 



as they were, he stayed and worked with them. [4] Every Sabbath he reasoned in the synagogue, 

trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.  

    [5] When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 

preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.  

 

1 Cor. 16:1-6 (NIV)   

    Now about the collection for God's people: Do what I told the Galatian churches to do. [2] On 

the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his 

income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be made. [3] Then, when I 

arrive, I will give letters of introduction to the men you approve and send them with your gift to 

Jerusalem. [4] If it seems advisable for me to go also, they will accompany me.  

    [5] After I go through Macedonia, I will come to you--for I will be going through Macedonia. 

[6] Perhaps I will stay with you awhile, or even spend the winter, so that you can help me on my 

journey, wherever I go.  

 

2 Cor. 8:1-9:15 (NIV)   

    And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian 

churches. [2] Out of the most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled 

up in rich generosity. [3] For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond 

their ability. Entirely on their own, [4] they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing 

in this service to the saints. [5] And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves 

first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will. [6] So we urged Titus, since he had 

earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part. [7] But just 

as you excel in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in 

your love for us--see that you also excel in this grace of giving.  

    [8] I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it 

with the earnestness of others. [9] For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though 

he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become 

rich.  

    [10] And here is my advice about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were the 

first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. [11] Now finish the work, so that your 

eager willingness to do it may be matched by your completion of it, according to your means. 

[12] For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not 

according to what he does not have.  

    [13] Our desire is not that others might be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there 

might be equality. [14] At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn 

their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, [15] as it is written: "He who 

gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."  

    [16] I thank God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for you. [17] For 

Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on his 

own initiative. [18] And we are sending along with him the brother who is praised by all the 

churches for his service to the gospel. [19] What is more, he was chosen by the churches to 

accompany us as we carry the offering, which we administer in order to honor the Lord himself 

and to show our eagerness to help. [20] We want to avoid any criticism of the way we administer 

this liberal gift. [21] For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord 

but also in the eyes of men.  

    [22] In addition, we are sending with them our brother who has often proved to us in many 

ways that he is zealous, and now even more so because of his great confidence in you. [23] As 

for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker among you; as for our brothers, they are 

representatives of the churches and an honor to Christ. [24] Therefore show these men the proof 

of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can see it.  



    [9:1] There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the saints. [2] For I know 

your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that 

since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to 

action. [3] But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter 

should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be. [4] For if any 

Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we--not to say anything about you--would 

be ashamed of having been so confident. [5] So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit 

you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will 

be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given.  

    [6] Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

generously will also reap generously. [7] Each man should give what he has decided in his heart 

to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. [8] And God is able 

to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you 

will abound in every good work. [9] As it is written: 

 

    "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; 

        his righteousness endures forever." 

  

[10] Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase 

your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. [11] You will be made rich 

in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will 

result in thanksgiving to God.  

    [12] This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also 

overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. [13] Because of the service by which you 

have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your 

confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with 

everyone else. [14] And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the 

surpassing grace God has given you. [15] Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!  

 

Galatians 6:6 (NIV)   

    Anyone who receives instruction in the word must share all good things with his instructor.  

 

Philip. 4:10-20 (NIV)   

    I rejoice greatly in the Lord that at last you have renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you 

have been concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. [11] I am not saying this because I 

am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. [12] I know what it is to 

be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any 

and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. [13] I can 

do everything through him who gives me strength.  

    [14] Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. [15] Moreover, as you Philippians know, 

in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, when I set out from Macedonia, not one 

church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving, except you only; [16] for even 

when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid again and again when I was in need. [17] Not that I 

am looking for a gift, but I am looking for what may be credited to your account. [18] I have 

received full payment and even more; I am amply supplied, now that I have received from 

Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to 

God. [19] And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.  

    [20] To our God and Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

1 Tim. 5:17-18 (NIV)   



    The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially 

those whose work is preaching and teaching. [18] For the Scripture says, "Do not muzzle the ox 

while it is treading out the grain," and "The worker deserves his wages."  

 

Titus 3:13 (NIV)   

    Do everything you can to help Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their way and see that they 

have everything they need.  

 

3 John 1:5-8 (NIV)   

    Dear friend, you are faithful in what you are doing for the brothers, even though they are 

strangers to you. [6] They have told the church about your love. You will do well to send them 

on their way in a manner worthy of God. [7] It was for the sake of the Name that they went out, 

receiving no help from the pagans. [8] We ought therefore to show hospitality to such men so 

that we may work together for the truth.  

 

 


