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4165. Giving’s Boomerang Effect 

 John Bunyan writes: 

 “There was a man, though some did count him mad, 

 The more he cast away the more he had.” 
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4168. Always Lord’s Money That Lost 

 A little boy started to Sunday School with two nickels, one for the Lord and one for himself. On 

the way he lost one of them in the gutter. “There goes the Lord’s nickel,” he said. 

 “It is always the Lord’s money that gets lost!” 
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4171. Best Security Arrangement 

 A father once gave his little boy a half dollar and told him he might do with it as he pleased. 

Later when he asked about it, the little fellow told him that he had lent it. “Did you get good 

security?” he asked. “Yes, sir!” said the boy. “I gave it to a poor beggar who looked hungry!” “Oh, 

how foolish you are. You will never get it back!” said the father. “But, father, I have the best 

security; for the Bible says: he that giveth to the poor lendeth to the Lord!” (Proverbs 19:17) 
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4182. Give As You Would 

Give as you would if an angel 

Awaited your gift at the door. 

Give as you would if tomorrow 

Found you when giving was o’er. 

Give as you would to the Master, 

If you met His loving look. 

Give as you would of your substance, 

If His hand the offering took. 
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4183. Give Twice By Giving Early 

 There is an old Latin proverb which says qui cito dat bis dat, which means, “He who gives 

quickly, gives twice.” A gift which is given in the moment of need is of double value. If we put off 

giving it, it may be too late to give it at all. Too many serious impulses are allowed to die at birth, 

when they should have been acted on at once. 
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4184. Giving: Halfway to Success 

 A man in New England had been unemployed so long that he was down to his last dollar. He 

laid fifty cents of it on the offering plate on Sunday. The next morning he heard of a possible job in 

a neighboring town, but the railroad fare was a dollar. 

 He began to wonder if perhaps he should have kept the fifty cents he laid on the offering plate; 

but with the fifty cents that he had, he bought a ticket and rode halfway to his desired destination. 

He stepped from the train and started to walk to the town. But God had something better for him. 

Before he had walked a block he learned of a factory near at hand that needed help. He got a job at 

five dollars a week more than he would have received had he gone on to the other town. 

 The man was W.L. Douglas, who became the famed shoe manufacturer. 
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4185. Giving According To Means Or Meanness 

 It was a blunt but effective announcement which the colored preacher made as he announced the 

collection for Sunday services. Standing before the collection plate, he declared: 

 “My dear brothers and sisters, there are some folks in this church who give according to their 

means, and some who give according to their meanness. Let’s not have any of the second class here 

this morning.” 

 The number in the first class was more than usual that morning. 
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4187. Giving Over and Above 

 A little girl was given ten bright new pennies. Instantly she began to part with them. 

 “This one is for Jesus, Daddy,” and so on until she had only one penny left. 

 “And this one is for Jesus,” she said again. 

 “But you have already given one to Jesus,” said the mother. 

 “Yes, Mommie, but that one belonged to Jesus. This one is a present!” 
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4191. God Repays Spurgeon’s Gift To Muller 

 Charles H. Spurgeon once made a trip to Bristol, England, to preach in the three largest Baptist 

chapels there. He hoped to collect three hundred pounds which were needed immediately for his 

orphanage. He got the money. 

 Retiring to bed on the last night of his visit, Spurgeon heard a voice, which to him was the voice 

of the Lord, saying, “Give those three hundred pounds to George Muller.” “But, Lord, I need it for 

my dear children in London.” Again came the words, “Give those three hundred pounds to Mr. 

Muller.” It was only when he had said, “Yes, Lord, I will,” that sleep came to him. 

 The following morning he made his way to Muller’s orphanage, and found Mr. Muller on his 

knees before his open Bible, praying. The famous preacher placed a hand on his shoulder and said, 

“George, God has told me to give you these three hundred pounds.” “Oh,” said George Muller, 



“dear Spurgeon, I have been asking the Lord for that very sum.” Then those two prayerful men 

rejoiced together. 

 Spurgeon returned to London, and on his desk he found a letter awaiting him. He opened it and 

found it contained three hundred guineas. “There,” he cried with joy, “the Lord has returned my 

three hundred pounds with three hundred shillings interest.” 
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4192. God Uses Bigger Shovel 

 The story is told of a good farmer who loved the Lord and believed in stewardship. He was 

generous indeed, and was asked by his friends why he gave so much and yet remained so 

prosperous. “We cannot understand you,” his friends said. “Why, you seem to give more than the 

rest of us, and yet you always seem to have greater prosperity.” 

 “Oh,” said the farmer, “that is easy to explain. You see, I keep shovelling into God’s bin, and 

God keeps shovelling more and more into mine, and God has the bigger shovel.” 
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4195. Honeycombed Giving 

 There are three kinds of givers—the flint, the sponge, and the honeycomb. To get anything from 

the flint, you must hammer it, and then you get only chips and sparks. It gives nothing away if it can 

help it, and then only with a lot of display. 

 To get anything from the sponge, you must squeeze it. It is good-natured, it yields to pressure, 

and the more it is pressed, the more it gives. 

 But then there is the honeycomb. It takes delight in giving without being asked at all. It just 

overflows with sweetness. 

 “...Freely ye have received, freely give” (Matthew 10:8b). 
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4198. If You Want To Be Rich—Give! 

If you want to be rich—give! 

If you want to be poor—grasp! 

If you want to be needy—hoard! 

If you want abundance—scatter! 
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4199. Keep Church Membership And Giving Pure 

 When the Israelites came out from Egypt, some mixed people came out with them. These mixed 

people were later the troublemakers who caused ample judgement upon God’s people. (Exodus 

12:38) 

 Most churches today are extremely careless in accepting members. As a result, many churches 

are full of dead members. How can we expect God’s presence in the midst of filthiness? 



 Many Christians also think that anybody who gives money to God is certainly doing a good 

deed. They ignore or do not know what the Bible says, “The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination, 

how much more when he bringeth it with a wicked mind” (Proverbs 21:27). 

 Therefore, to refuse unbelievers’ money and be cheerful in giving are necessities for keeping 

God’s presence in a church. 
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4201. Larger Bill For Millionaire Usher 

 The story is told of a visitor in a large, wealthy New York City Church. When the time came to 

take the offering, he reached into his wallet and selected a five dollar bill, and waited for the usher. 

 He observed that the man taking the offering in his aisle was none other than a certain multi-

millionaire of national reputation. Willing to make a good impression, he exchanged the five-dollar 

bill for a one-hundred-dollar bill, and placed it on the plate. 

 If, instead of the deacon in your church, the one who passed up and down the aisles receiving the 

offering was the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and the hand that passed the offering basket to you was 

scarred with a nailprint, would it make any difference in the size of the offering you contributed? 

—King’s Business 
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4210. Pulpit-Mouse To Offering-Box Mouse 

 A mouse who lived in the pulpit for many years was disturbed by the preacher’s pounding and 

shouting. One Sunday afternoon it sneaked out of its nesting place and strolling down the aisle met 

another mouse and told it about the disturbance. 

 “Come where I live,” said the stray mouse, “And you won’t be disturbed.” 

 “Where is that?” 

 “In the poor box,” replied the hermit mouse. 
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4211. Quality Of Sermon Based On Offering 

 A minister in a small rural church surprised his congregation one Sunday morning by beginning 

his sermon thus: 

 “Friends, I have prepared a $50 sermon, a $20 sermon and a $10 sermon. We will now take up 

the offering and see which one it will be.” 
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4212. Sam Houston’s Wallet Baptized 

 Sam Houston of early Texas days was a rough frontier hero. His wife, a devout Baptist, prayed 

for years that he would join the church. Finally, this senior statesman of the new republic 

surrendered to God and met with the congregation at the river for baptism. 



 “General,” the minister said, “I suggest you take off that watch and chain. You’ll ruin it if you 

get it wet.” 

 “Thank you, I will,” Houston said, handing the piece to a friend. 

 “And, General, perhaps you had better hand him your wallet, too.” 

 “No, I believe not, pastor. I’m afraid it needs baptizing too.” 
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4214. Spoiling Sermon With “Giving” Message 

 A farmer once went to hear John Wesley preach. The preacher said he would take up three 

topics of thought relating chiefly to money. 

 Wesley’s first point was, “Get all you can!” 

 The farmer nudged his neighbor and said: “That man has got something in him it is admirable 

preaching.” 

 Wesley reached his second division: “Save all you can.” The farmer became quite excited. “Was 

there ever anything like this?” he asked. 

 The preacher proceeded to denounce thriftlessness and waste, and as he did so, the farmer 

rubbed his hands as he thought, “And all this have I been taught from my youth up.” What with 

getting and hoarding, it seemed to him that “salvation” had come to his house. 

 But Wesley went on to his third point, which was, “Give all you can.” 

 “Oh, he did gone and spilled it all,” exclaimed the farmer. 
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4217. Real Reason For Giving 

 Donald Grey Barnhouse writes: 

 After the first world war, I traveled extensively in Europe, and I often sent gifts to my mother—a 

bit of lace from Brussels, a marble vase from Rome, and so on. 

 Suppose I had written to her, “I am sending you these gifts so that you will love me.” My Irish 

mother would have answered sharply that she loved me before I was born, that her love for me did 

not increase or diminish by the gifts I sent. But I did tell her that I sent her the gifts because I loved 

her. This heightened her joy and increased my own. 

 This is true Christian giving. We give because we have received all things from Christ, and we 

are moved by the love of Christ to do for others as He has done for us. 
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4219. Whistling At Larger Bills 

 A pastor once told his deacons to watch and emit a whistle whenever a dollar or larger 

denominations are dropped into the offering plate. Soon the church was full of shrill, whistling 

sounds and of joyful laughter. 

 The deacons found it hard to pucker up their lips and grin at the same time, but the collection 

was three times the usual giving. The pastor merely wanted to have an illustration of “cheerful 

giving.” He woke up his congregation to the gaiety of giving. (2 Cor. 9:7) 
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4221. Willing Hearts (A) 

 In Old Testament times, giving was an obligation—everyone MUST give one-tenth to God. In 

addition, there were special taxes and other offerings. 

 However, in New Testament times, God changed His methods. No commands are given—all 

giving is to be voluntary (cf. 2 Cor. 9:7). 

 But there was one instance in the Old Testament when God let the Israelites give voluntarily. 

The results? Beyond expectations! Here is recorded, in Exodus 35:4-6, 29; Exodus 36:3-7, a unique 

illustration of willing and voluntary giving. Read about it. 
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4230. Epigram On Giving 

 He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose. 

 

GIVING 

»Topic Contents 

4238. Epigram On Giving 

 He that gives should never remember, he that receives should never forget. 
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4242. Epigram On Giving 

 When it comes to giving, some people stop at nothing! 
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4244. Epigram On Giving 

 30% of the members of the church carry 80% of the financial load of the average U.S. church. 

 


