
 Learning is positive 
 

2 Thes. 2:14 (NIV)   

    He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus 

Christ.  

 

Psalm 16:11 (NIV)   

    You have made known to me the path of life; 

        you will fill me with joy in your presence, 

        with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

  

 

2 Peter 1:4 (NIV)   

    Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you 

may participate in the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil 

desires.  

 

John 15:11 (NIV)   

    I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.  

 

2.  Attention please! 
 

Isaiah 50:4 (NIV)   

    The Sovereign Lord has given me an instructed tongue, 

        to know the word that sustains the weary. 

    He wakens me morning by morning, 

        wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.  

 

Proverbs 1:20 (NIV)   

    Wisdom calls aloud in the street, 

        she raises her voice in the public squares;  

 

Hebrews 1:1-2 (NIV)   

    In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various 

ways, [2] but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 

things, and through whom he made the universe.  

 

Hebrews 2:1 (NIV)   

    We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift 

away.  

 

Proverbs 29:18 (NIV)   

    Where there is no revelation, the people cast off restraint; 

        but blessed is he who keeps the law. 

  

 

Hebrews 3:7 (NIV)   

    So, as the Holy Spirit says:    "Today, if you hear his voice,  

 

3. Its voluntary; sign up today 
 

Deut. 8:1-5 (NIV)   



    Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase 

and may enter and possess the land that the Lord promised on oath to your forefathers. [2] 

Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble 

you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his 

commands. [3] He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which 

neither you nor your fathers had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone but 

on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. [4] Your clothes did not wear out and 

your feet did not swell during these forty years. [5] Know then in your heart that as a man 

disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you.  

 

Hebrews 12:7-13 (NIV)   

    Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by 

his father? [8] If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are 

illegitimate children and not true sons. [9] Moreover, we have all had human fathers who 

disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of 

our spirits and live! [10] Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God 

disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. [11] No discipline seems pleasant 

at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for 

those who have been trained by it.  

    [12] Therefore, strengthen your feeble arms and weak knees. [13] "Make level paths for your 

feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed.  

 

4. All learning is intentional, i.e. it has a clear goal 
 

Romans 8:28-29 (NIV)   

    And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 

called according to his purpose. [29] For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 

conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  

 

2 Cor. 3:18 (NIV)   

    And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his 

likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.  

 

Luke 6:40 (NIV)   

    A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.  

 

Hebrews 11:27 (NIV)   

    By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is 

invisible.  

 

Acts 2:25 (NIV)   

    David said about him: 

    " 'I saw the Lord always before me.   Because he is at my right hand, 

        I will not be shaken.  

 

Hebrews 11:11-12 (NIV)   

    By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was barren--was enabled to 

become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. [12] And so 

from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky 

and as countless as the sand on the seashore.  

 

Romans 4:20-21 (NIV)   



    Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in 

his faith and gave glory to God, [21] being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he 

had promised.  

 

5. The alternative is unattractive 
 

Proverbs 1:29-32 (NIV)   

    Since they hated knowledge 

        and did not choose to fear the Lord,  

    [30] since they would not accept my advice 

        and spurned my rebuke,  

    [31] they will eat the fruit of their ways 

        and be filled with the fruit of their schemes.  

    [32] For the waywardness of the simple will kill them, 

        and the complacency of fools will destroy them;  

 

6.   All the resources you’ll ever need 
 

Ephes. 1:17 (NIV)   

    I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 

Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  

 

2 Peter 1:3-8 (NIV)   

    His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness through our 

knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. [4] Through these he has given 

us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine 

nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.  

    [5] For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 

knowledge; [6] and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to 

perseverance, godliness; [7] and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, 

love. [8] For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being 

ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Isaiah 58:11-12 (NIV)   

    The Lord will guide you always; 
        he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land 

        and will strengthen your frame. 

    You will be like a well-watered garden, 

        like a spring whose waters never fail.  

    [12] Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins 

        and will raise up the age-old foundations; 

    you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, 

        Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 

  

7. Attitudes matter 
 

 

Luke 9:23 (NIV)   

    Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up 

his cross daily and follow me.  

 

Matthew 11:28-30 (NIV)   



    "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. [29] Take my 

yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 

your souls. [30] For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."  

 

Matthew 11:25 (NIV)   

    At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  

 

Ephes. 5:8 (NIV)   

    For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light  

 

8. How do we practice learning as a life style 
 

Job 23:12 (NIV)   

    I have not departed from the commands of his lips; 

        I have treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread. 

  

 

Psalm 119:111-112 (NIV)   

    Your statutes are my heritage forever; 

        they are the joy of my heart.  

    [112] My heart is set on keeping your decrees 

        to the very end. 

  

 

1 Cor. 4:15-17 (NIV)   

    Even though you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you do not have many fathers, for in 

Christ Jesus I became your father through the gospel. [16] Therefore I urge you to imitate me. 

[17] For this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son whom I love, who is faithful in the 

Lord. He will remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus, which agrees with what I teach 

everywhere in every church.  

 

Philip. 3:17 (NIV)   

    Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according 

to the pattern we gave you.  

 

Philip. 4:9 (NIV)   

    Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me--put it into practice. 

And the God of peace will be with you.  

 

1 Thes. 1:6 (NIV)   

    You became imitators of us and of the Lord; in spite of severe suffering, you welcomed the 

message with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.  

 

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV)   

    And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. [25] Let us 

not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-

-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.  

 

Proverbs 27:17 (NIV)   

    As iron sharpens iron, 

        so one man sharpens another. 



  

 

Romans 15:14 (NIV)   

    I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, complete in 

knowledge and competent to instruct one another.  

 

Proverbs 6:6-8 (NIV)   

    Go to the ant, you sluggard; 

        consider its ways and be wise!  

    [7] It has no commander, 

        no overseer or ruler,  

    [8] yet it stores its provisions in summer 

        and gathers its food at harvest. 

  

 

Proverbs 24:30-32 (NIV)   

    I went past the field of the sluggard, 

        past the vineyard of the man who lacks judgment;  

    [31] thorns had come up everywhere, 

        the ground was covered with weeds, 

        and the stone wall was in ruins.  

    [32] I applied my heart to what I observed 

        and learned a lesson from what I saw:  

 

Deut. 8:2 (NIV)   

    Remember how the Lord your God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to 

humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would 

keep his commands.  

 

James 1:2-4 (NIV)   

    Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, [3] because you 

know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. [4] Perseverance must finish its work 

so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything.  

 

9. Four summary principles 

 
1. You will get nothing unless you go for it. 

2. You may have as much as you insist upon. 

3. You will have as little as you are satisfied with. 

4. You now have as much as you really want. 

 

 

 


